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Proceedings of Congress, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


IN SENATE, 
FRIDAY, FEB. 8. 

Mr. Wuuiams, of Maine, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 302) 
for the relief of Dudley Walker, reported it with an 
amendment; which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Wittiams, of Maine, 

Ordered, That the bill (S. 246) to repeal certain acts 
respecting navy pensions, and making further provisions 
in relation to navy pensions, be the order of the day for 
Monday, the 11th inst. 

The bill (H. R. 897) making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year 1839, was returned to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

The bill to regulate the pay of Masters in the navy, 
was read a third time and passed. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 9. 

Mr. Prentiss presented a memorial of Alden Part- 
ridge and Edmund Burke, and the proceedings of a 
convention held at Montpelier, in the State of Vermont, 
in relation to a plan for the reorganization of the mili- 
tia system of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Militia, and 5,000 additional co- 
pies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wriaut presented the petition of Enoch Hidden, 
of the State of New York, praying remuneration for his 
invention of an improvement in the screw box and cap, 
for elevating carronades; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Foster submitted the following motion; which 
was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for the payment of the staff of the Governor of 

ennessee, whilst’ employed in mustering the troop of 
Tennessee volunteers, called into the service of the 
United States in the Cherokee country during 1833, un- 
der the requisition of General Scott. 

MONDAY, FEB. Il. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of War, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, in relation to the abandonment or 
occupancy, by the Government, of Fort Armstrong, in 
Illinois. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Nicuoxas submitted the following motion; which 
was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be dir€cted to 
communicate to the Senate what has been done, or is 
doing, towards increasing the depth of water in the 
mouth of the Mississippi; the orders given and reports re- 
ceived in relation thereto; the amount of appropriation 
now necessary, if any, for the continuation of the work; 
and a detailed statement of the expenditures underefor- 
mer appropriations. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 13. 

Mr. Knicur presented the memorial of the officers 
and crew of the revenue cutter Vigilant, praying that 
the provisions of the pension laws may be extended to 
officers and seamen attached to the revenue cutter ser- 
vice; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. Wituiams, of Maine, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 303) 
for the relief of Samuel Hambleton, a purser in the 
navy of the United States, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Curusert, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 172) for the relief 
of Spencer: C. Gist, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Curuserr, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill (H. R. 175) to allow ad- 
ditional compensation to William Easby, reported it 
Without amendment; and that the bill ought not to pass. 





Mr. Rives, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported the following bills without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Jesse Seymour, or his repre- 
sentatives, and in alteration of an act entitled “ An act 
respecting the late officers and crew of the sloop of war 
Wasp,” approved April 20, 1816. 

An act for the relief of Doctor J. M. Foltz. 

THURSDAY, FER. 14, 

Mr. Wricut, from the Committee on Finance, to 
whom the bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year 1839 had been referred, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. Hvussarp, by unanimous consent, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill (S. 288) for the settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire against the Uni- 
ted States; which was read the first and second times, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Benton, by unanimous consent, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill (S. 289) to authorize pay- 
ment to be made to the Missouri volunteers, x el 
horses were lost or cast away on the voyage to Tampa 
bay ; which was read the dirst and second times, by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom the following bills were referred, 

S. 288. A bill for the settlement of the claims of New 
Hampshire against the United States: 

S. 289. A bill to authorize payment to be made to the 
Missouri volunteers, whose ina were lost or cast 
away on the voyage to Tampa bay, reported them, seve- 
rally, without amendment. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 16. 

Mr. Wa. presented the memorial of the trustees of 
the Presbyterian church of Springfield, in Essex county, 
New Jersey, praying indemnification for the destruction 
of property while occupied by troops of the United States 
in the year 1780; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, an ordered to be printed. _ 

Mr. Bucnanan presented the memorial of Edward D. 
Tippet, in relation to the explosion of steam boilers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. Kine presented the memorial of a number of mas- 
ters and pilots of steamboats, praying appropriations for 
a light house and a light boat between New Orleans 
and Mobile; which was referred to the Committee on 
Cemmerce. 

Mr. Wessrer presented the memorial of T, H. Per- 
kins and others, praying the passage of an act for dis= 
continuing the spirit ration allowed to seamen in the 
public service; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Watt, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred, the bill (H. R. 481) to amend an 
act entitled “‘An act regulating the pay and emoluments 
of brevet officers, approved April 16, 1818,” reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 172) to authorize pay- 
ment to be made to certain Missouri volunteers for ser- 
vices in the years 1829 and 1836, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Benron, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
who were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making payment and compensation to Colonel A. G. 
Morgan, for military services, reported a bill (S. 290) 
for the relief of Colonel A, G. Morgan, of the State of 
Missouri; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the accompanying documents be 
printed. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1064) for the re- 





lief of certain.officers of the Florida militia, reported it 
without amendment. 
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MONDAY, FEB. 18, 

Mr. Rives, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 301) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Navy to purchase a tract of land be- 
longing to the heirs of John Harris, deceased, being 
within the limits of the navy yard in Charlestown, Mass. 
reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 
160) to provide for the armed occupation and settlement 
of that part of Florida which is now overrun and in- 
fested by marauding bands of nostile Indians. 

The amendments made in Committee of the Whole 
having been concurred in, it was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 19. 

The bill (S. 160) to provide for the armed occupation 
and settlement of that part of Florida which is now 
overrun and infested by marauding bands of hostile In- 
dians, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed—yeas 25, 
nays 18. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 20. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill (S. 295) making appropriations for cer- 
tain military and geographical surveys; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Wrienr, from the Committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 896) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1839, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 21. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the consideration of the bill (S. 246) to repeal certain 
acts respecting navy pensions, and making further pro- 
visions in relation to navy pensions; and having been 
amended, it was reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 22. 

Mr. Tatimanver, from the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Henry Hall 
Sherwood, submitted a report; which was read, and 
considered ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Ordered, 'That the memorial of Henry Hall Sher- 
wood be printed, together with the report of the com- 
mittee thereon; and that five thousand additional copies 
be sent to the Senate. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom the subject was referred, reported a bill, (S. 
300) for the erection of certain military works on the 
northeast frontier of the United States; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Ordered, that the accompanying papers be printed. 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy pen- 
sions, and making further provisions in relation to navy 
pensions, was read the third time and passed. . 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (H. 
R. 85) to explain and amend the fifth section of the act 
passed the of June, 1834, for the better organiza- 
tion of the United States marine corps; and, on motion 
of Mr. Kine, it was ordered to lie on the table. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 23. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill (S. 85) to explain and amend the 
fifth section of the act passed the 30th of June, 1834, for 
the better organization of the United States marine 
corps; and no amendment being made, it was reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

MONDAY, FEB. 25. 

Mr. Swirr presented four memorials of a number of 
the citizens in Addison county, in the State of Vermont, 
Leap Sram establishment of a national foundry a: the 
city of Vergennes, in said State. 

Ordered, 'That one ofthe said memorials be printed. 

Mr. Nites submitted the following motion; which was 
considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to the Senate whether the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, appropriated in 1836, for removing the 
sand bar at the mouth of Connecticut river, has been 
expended for that object, or any part thereof; and, if not, 
the reasons why the said appropriation has not been ex- 
pended agreeably to the act appropriating the same. 








The bill (S. 85) to expiain and amend the fifth section 
of the act passed the 30th June, 1834, for the better or- 
ganization of the United States marine corps, having 
been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

TUESDAY, FER. 26, 

Mr. Wutitams, of Maine, presented a’ memorial of a 
number of the citizens of Maine, praying that immediate 
measures may be taken to commence and finish a suita- 
ble fortification at the Narrows, on Penobscot river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Rives, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding for the construction of one or more steam vessels 
of war, and their employment in the naval service, 
submitted a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolution (S. 6) to authorize the purchase of an 
island in the river Delaware, called the Pea Patch, was 
read the second time, and considered, as in Committee 
of the Whole; and having been amended, it was report- 
ed to the Senate, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill (H. R. 896) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1839; and Lavhay been 
amended, it was reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in; and the bill read a third time. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 27. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 252) to provide for 
the defence of the western frontier, from the mouth of 
the Sabine to Fort Snelling, on the Mississippi river, 
reported it without amendment. 

The resolution (S. 6) to authorize the purchase of an 
island in the river Delaware, called the Pea Patch, hav- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a time, and the title amended, and passed. 

The amendment to the bill (H. R. 896) making a 
propriations for the naval service for the year 1839, 
having been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting copies of various documents 
received from the Governor of Maine, relating to the 
dispute between that State and the Province of New 
Brunswick; also, a copy of a memorandum signed by 
the Secretary of State of the United States and her 
Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary near the United States. 

The message and the accompanying documents were 
read, and 5,000 additional copies ordered to be printed. 

The bill authorizing the erection of certain light- 
houses and light-boats, and the establishment of certain 
buoys and beacon-lights, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

. THURSDAY, FEB. 28. 

-The Presipent pro tem laid before the Senate a re- 
port of the Secretary of War, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 12th instant, relating 
to contracts for furnishing Indians with supplies. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, made in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 23d Jan., 
relating to the individuals employed in carrying into 
effect the treaties with the Cherokees of 1835. Read 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom the petitions of a number of officers of the line 
of the army, praying an equalization of pay with the of- 
ficers of the staff, were referred, submitted a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bucnanan, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom the messages of the President of the 
United States of the 26th and 27th instant, in relation 
to the existing differences on the northeastern frontier 
of the United States, were referred, reported the follow- 
ing resolutions; which were read, and ordered to b2 
printed: 

1. Resolved, That the Senate can discover no trace, 
throughout the long correspundence which has been sub- 
mitted to them, between the Governments of Great 
Britain and the United States, of any understanding, 





express or implied, much less of any “explicit agree 
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ment,” such as is now alleged, that the territory in dis-; Fourth. The floating or steam batteries or vessels 


ute between them on the northeastern boundary of the 


which have been constructed in aid of fortifications, or 


atter shall be placed and remain under the exclusive| may be deemed necessary to be constructed in aid of 
jurisdiction of her Britannic Majesty’s Government, un-| such works; with a conjectural estimate of the expense 
til the settlement of the question: on the contrary, it ap- | Which the same may require. 


| 


pears that there was, and is, a clear subsisting under-| 


Fifth. The ships of war built or under construction, 


standing between the parties, under which they have | or deemed necessary to be built; with a conjectural es- 
gS p ? y J 


both acted, that until this question can be finally deter-| 
mined, each of them shall refrain from the exercise of 
jurisdiction over any portion of the disputed territory, | 
except such parts of it as may have been in the actual 
possession of the one or the other party. 

2. Resolved, That whilst the United States are bound, | 
in good faith, to niga gd with this understanding, du- | 
ring the pendency of negotiations, the Senate cannot 
perceive that the State of Maine has violated the spirit | 
of it, by merely sending, under the authority of the Le-| 
gislature, her land agent, with a sufficient force, into) 
the disputed territory, for the sole purpose of expelling 
lawless trespassers engaged in impairing its value, | 
by cutting down the timber; both parties having 
a common right, and being bound by a common duty, | 
to expel such intruders from a territory to which each 
claims title; taking care, however, to retire within 
their acknowledged limits when this single object shall 
have been accomplished. 

3. Resolved, That should her Britannic Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, in violation of the clear understanding be-| 
tween the parties, persist in carrying its avowed deter- 
mination into execution, and attempt, by military force, 
to assume exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed terri- 
tory, all of which, they firmly believe, rightfully be- 
longs to the State of Maine, the exigency, in the opin- | 
ion of the Senate, will then have occurred, rendering it | 
the imperative duty of the President, under the consti-| 
tution and the laws, to call forth the militia, and em-| 
ploy the military force of the United States, for the pur- | 
pose of repelling such an invasion. And, in this event, 
the Senate will cordially co-operate with, and sustain 
the President in defending the rights of the country. 

4. Resolved, That should the British authorities re- 
frain from attempting a military occupation of the terri- 
tory in dispute, and from enforcing their claim to ex- 
elusive jurisdiction over it by arms, that then, in the 
opinion of the Senate, the State of Maine ought, on her 
part, to pursue a course of similar forbearance. And 
should she refuse to do so, and determine to settle the 
controversy for herself, by force, the adjustment of 
which is intrusted, under the constitution, to the Fede- 
ral Government, in such an event there will be no ob- 
ligation imposed on that Government to sustain her by 
military aid. 

On motion of Mr, Cray, of Kentucky, 

Ordered, That they be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following motion for con- 
sideration; which was ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the President of thé United States be 
requested to cause to be laid before the Senate, at the 
the commencement of the next session of Congress, re- 
ports upon the military and naval defences of the coun- 
try, showing— 

First. The fortifications or other permanent defences 
commenced, completed, projected, or deemed necessary: 
1st. For the northern frontier, from Lake Superior to 
Passamaquoddy bay. 2d. For the maritime frontier, 
from Passamaquoddy bay to Cape Florida. 3d. The 

ulf frontier, from Cape Florida tothe Sabine bay. 4th. 

“he western frontier, from the Sabine bay to Lake Su- 
perior; with a conjectural estimate of the probabie ex- 
pense of constructing, or completing, such works as may 
not yet have been completed or commenced. 

Second. The state of the armament of the fortifica- 
tions, so far as the same may be completed or com- 
menced; with a conjectural estimate of the expense of 
completing the armament of all the forts which may be 
commenced, or deemed necessary to be constructed. 

Third. The armories, arsenals, magazines, and foun- 
dries, either constructed or deemed necessary; with a 
conjectural estimate of the expense pf constructing such 


| 











of said establishments as may not yet be completed or 
commenced, but which may be deemed necessary. 


timate of the expense of building and arming the vessels 
not yet completed or commenced, or which may be deemed 
necessary, Within a reasonable time. 

Sizth. The navy yards, docks, and naval establish- 
ments of any kind, either constructed or commenced, 
or deemed necessary, with the probable expense of com- 
pleting the same; with any other information or sug~- 
gestions which the President may deem necessary to be 
communicated to Congress, in order to exhibit a full 
view of what is necessary to be done, and the probable 
cost thereof, to place the United States in a proper 
state of defence, vy land and water, and on each of the 
four great lines of defence which her frontiers present. 

The following bills, passed by the House, were re- 
turned, read twice, and referred: 

An act making an appropriation for the protection of 
the northern frontier of the United States; 

An‘act making appropriations for preventing and sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities for the year 1839. 

‘The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill, making appropriations for the support of the 
army for the year 1839. 

Mr. Bexron moved to amend the bill, by inserting 
tke following as an additional section: 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the follow- 
ing sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, viz: 

k°or the preservation and repair of Fort Niagara, 
thirty thousand dollars; 

For repairing and rebuilding the old fort at Oswego, 
including the consiruciion of the necessary barracks, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

For barracks and other buildings at Sacket’s Harbor, 
ten thousand dollars; 

for barracks and other buildings at Plattsburg, twen- 
ty thousand dollars; 

For the works at the outlet of Lake Champlain, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For the construction of barracks, quarters, store 
houses, and stables, and the necessary defences of the 
posts already occupied, or such additional posts as may 
be deemed proper. Lost—yeas 16, noes 16. ‘ 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
following: 

For the reimbursement of such sums of money as have 
been found due to the State of Massachusetts by the 
Secretary of War, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress, approved the 31st day of May, A. D. 1830, 
entitied ‘“ An act to authorize the payment of the claim 
of the State of Massachusetts for certain services of her 
militia rev | the late war,” two hundred and seventy- 
two thousand seven hundred and sixteen dollars and 
fourteen cents. Lost—yeas 17, nays 18. 

Mr. Rucetes moved to amend the bill, by inserting the 
following as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hun- 
dred thousaud dollars, out of any money inthe T reasury 
not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same hereby is, 
appropriated to defray the expenses of erecting military 
works at the head waters of the Penobscot river; also, 
on the waters of the Kennebeck; also, on the head waters 
of the St. Croix; also, at Eastport and Bangor, and on the 
Penobscot, opposite bucksport; all in the State of Maine. 
Lost—yeas 13, nays 20. 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
follo wing. 

For the reimbursement of such sums of money as have 
been found due to the State of Massachusetts by the 
Secretary of War, under the provisions of an act of 
Congress approved the 31st day of May, A. D. 1830, 
entitled ‘‘ An act to authorize the payment of the claim 
of the State of Massachusetts for certain services of her 
militia during the late war,” two hundred and seventy- 
two thousand seven hundred and sixteen dollars and 
fourteen cents. Carried—yeas 19, nays 16. 
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Mr. Ruaetes moved to amend the bill, by inserting the 
following as an additional section: 

‘And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, out of any money in the Treasu- 
ry not otherwise appropriated, be, and tle same hereby 
is, appropriated to defray the expenses of erecting mili- 
tary works at the head waters of the Penobscot river; 
also, on the head waters of the Kennebec; also, on the 
head waters of the St. Croix river; also at Eastport, 
and at Bangor, and on the Penobscot, opposite Bucksport, 
allin the State of Maine. Lost—yeas 13, nays 19. 

Mr. Futron moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
following as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted; That the following sum 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, for the construction of barracks, quarters, store- 
houses, hospitals, and stables, and the necessary de- 
fences of the posts already occupied, or such additional 
posts as it may be deemed proper to establish for the bet- 
ter protection of the Western frontier, one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars. Lost—yeas 12, nays 21. 

No further amendment being made, it was ordered 
that the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read a 
third time. 
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From Burton’s Gentleman’s Magazine. 


SKETCHES FROM THE LOG OF OLD 
IRONSIDES. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF ** OLD IRONS#DES OFF A LEE SHORE.” 


INTRODUCTION. 


The frigate Constitution has a deathless fame.— 
There is a charm in her simple name that arrests the 
ome, and rivets the attention of the cursory reader. 

Id Ironsides! Why, the bare mention of this sodri- 

t carries us back to the days of Nicholson and Tal- 

ot, to the actions with the Guerriere, the Java, and 
the aps and the Levant; and we fancy that we 
hear the roar of her cannon, the blast of hey bugle, 
her cry of enthusiasm as she went into battle, and her 
loud huzza as she came out victoriously ; before us a 
Hull, a Bainbridge, and a Stewart, appear, together 
with a host of choice. spirits, both officers and men, 
who trod her blood-stained decks, and shared her im- 
a ag lory. Her picture is in almost every 

welling ; she marks the covers of toy books and pa- 
per reams, and hangs over the door of the seaman’s 
rendezvous. The backwoodsman, in his log cabin, 
amid the western forest, has counted her guns, and 
—_— over her ropes. Every nation under heaven 

as seen her; and her deeds have been the talk of the 
civilized world. Truly, she is the lucky ship of our 
navy! the pride of every patriot, and the boast of ev- 
ery American citizen ; and, sooner than surrender her 
to an enemy, every son of this vast Republic should 


feel willing to go down with her to the blue depths of 


ocean with her drums beating, and colors flying, and 
hear with pleasure the thunder of the scowling. wave 
as it closes over her “* pennon, spar, and sail.” 

It is usual when men of mighty genius, of gallant 
bearing, of holy zeal, and of noble ancestry, appear 
on this mundane sphere, for some contemporary to 
give a minute account of their lives and actions ; and 
so far is the custom carried at the present day, that 
the curtain of domestic life is clewed up, and we are 
shown the mysteries behind the scenes. Will it be 


considered strange, then, if one shall write a series of 


sketches of the deeds of the gallant Constitution ?— 
Surely, if each little great man has his Boswell, Old 
Ironsides shall have her trumpeter! 

In the following pages, fact will be blended with 
fancy in. such a manner as not to murder truth, and 
the author will endeavor to twine for himself a wreath 
from the inexhaustible laurel that now blooms from 
the stump of her keel, and hangs around her frame.— 
Startling incidents from each cruise will be taken 
from authentic sources, and what has been omitled 


erm ta a aaa a a — 


-_ 


by the pen of history, will be added by that of memo- 
ry. In many instances, the details of others will be 
copied, taking care never to do so without making’ 
proper acknowledgment in the notes at the bottom of 
Cie age. Having trod the deck of this noble frigate, 
and heard the piping of the gale through her rigging, 
and the thunder of her cannon above the shifting val- 
ieys of ocean, the author feels confident that he shall 
be able to serve up the dear old ship, like a skilful 
cook, in a hundred different ways, and unfold many 
a deed of high and noble daring. 


CUTTING OUT A LETTER OF MARQUE. 


Of all services of danger which a naval officer has 
| to perform during a time of war, and there are many, 
| the task of cutting out an armed vessel from under the 
| guns of anenemy’s fort, and bringing her out of the 
‘harbor in safety, is considered the most desperate. 
Coolness and courage must travel hand in hand there ; 
and the successful commander of such an expedition, 
under the most favorable circumstances, must consi- 
der himself well off if he earns his laurels at the cost 
of blood. 

The sun was slowly descending behind the blue 
peaks of San Domingo, when an American frigate 
came in sight of the village of Porte Platte, situated 
at the head of a small harbor on the south side of the 
island, and, furling her courses, hove too, for the pur- 

ose of reconnoitring. After scanning narrowly the 
ittle anchorage, the frigate put about, and, setting her 
courses, was soon lost amid the shades of night. The 
inhabitants of the village had felt great alarm at the 
near approach of the aymed ship, and had reinforced 
their fort, beside sending a number of soldiers on board 
the letter of marque, the Sandwich, formerly a British 
Hester wi but now in the service of the French, which 
ay close under the guns of the fort, where she was re- 
ceiving a cargo of cotfee, previous to her making arun 
for France. 

It was in the year 1800, just after the action between 
the Constellation and La Vengeance, and the name of 
the conqueror, Truxtun, passed from lip to lip with 








‘instinctive consternation. Night came on; the moon 


had not appeared, and scudding clouds obscured the 
stars. The reveillé had been beaten at the garrison, 
and the inhabitants of Porte Platte had retired to dream 
of the daring cruisers of the American squadron. “The 
frigate, when she had lost sight of the island, came 
about, and under easy sail stood in for the shore. She 
was the Constitution, Commodore Talbot, and from 
the silence that reigned throughout the ship, and the 
total absence of light from the battle lanterns, the most 
careless observer would have supposed that she was 
about to do something for the glory of the old thir- 
teen. 

As she drew nigh the port, two officers might have 
been seen at the gangway, watching narrowly the 
lights that twinkled ahead. At this moment the heavy 
roar of a cannon came echoing along the waters, and 
then, one after another, the lights disappeared, until 
none were seen but those which seemed to be design- 
ed to burn throughout the night. 

« Now is your time,” said the elder of the persons 
to the younger; ‘* have the second cutter manned, sir, 
and come to me for farther orders.’? Thus saying the 
commodore, for it was he, looked at the compass, and 
entered the cabin. In afew minutes a knock at the 


cabin door announced the arrival of some officer to 
make a report. 





‘* Enter,” said the bluff old commodore, and imme- 
diately lieutenant Hull, the first of the Constitution, 
stood before him. 

« Are you ready?” said the commodore. 

*« All ready, sir,” replied the lieutenant. 

** Then, sir,” said the commodore, “ you will enter 
the harbor of Porte Platte without being discovered, 
ascertain whether the craft that lies under the guns of 





the fort is the Sandwich, and when you shall have 
done so, return and make a report to me.” 
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“How shall I ascertain that fact without boarding 
her?” said the lieutenant. 

« You will know her to be the Sandwich,” replied 
the commodore, “by the black stripes around her 
white masts, and by the shortness of her bowsprit. 
Make haste, sir, for I long to give you a job.” 

The lieutenant smiled as he bade the commodore 
good night, and, immediately ascending, gave such 
orders to the officer of the deck as he deemed neces- 
sary under the circumstances of the case. The night 
was pretty well advanced as Mr. Hull wrapped him- 
self in his boat cloak, and seated himself in the stern 
sheets of the second cutter. 

‘* Shove off, let fall, pull cheerily, my boys,” were 
the orders he gave, in a low voice, in quick succession; 
then, passing swiftly around the frigate’s stern, he 
pulled for the harbor, and was soon lost sight of. 

For two hours nothing was heard of the adventurous 
officer or his boat, and the old commodore began to 
grow quite anxious about them. Already a pale 
streak stretched itself along the eastern waters, and 
the clouds grew thinner and fewer, while here and 
there a star peeped out, and was reflected back by the 
waves below. 

*« Boat ahoy!” challenged the sentinel at the gang- 
way of the Constitution, as the dash of oars at this 
moment fell upon his ear. 

«Aye! aye!” replied the officer of the boat, and 

oon heutenant Hull crossed the gangway of the ship. 

“ Itis the Sandwich, sir,” said the lieutenant, after | 
sperms his return, and paying the customary sa- 
ute. 

** Are you certain ?” said commodore Talbot. 

«Tam, sir,” said the officer, “for I lay directly under | 
her stern, and heard thro’ the cabin windows, which | 
were open, her officers congratulating themselves up- | 
on the departure of the Constellation, for such they | 
deem this ship to be. Beside, I noticed her masts and | 
bowsprit, as I swept along under ‘the guns of the fort 
—they are as you described them to be.” 

‘*T’ll have her, by ,’ said commodore Talbot, 
as he looked again at the harbor, which began to show 
itself amid the haze of dawn. ‘ About ship, sir—set 
all the studding sals,” and, bidding the lieutenant 
es night, the commander in chief bounced into his | 
cabin. 

The frigate swiftly came about, and took her de-| 
arture from the land. Soon the studding sails on 
oth sides were spread out to the wind, and, like a 

mountain of snow, she danced along upon the bosom 
of the deep, until her morning watch looked out in 
vain for the blue outline of the island of San Domin- 

0. 

ene Sail O!” cried the look out. 

“‘ Where away ?” said the officer of the deck. 

** On the lee bow, sir,” replied the seaman. 

“Can you make her out?” hailed the officer. 

** She is a sloop, sir, and shows American colors.” 
‘* Hoist our ensign,” said the lieutenant. 

‘«* Aye, there comes the Sally in the nick of time,” 
said the commodore, who had left the cabin at the 
first. hail. ‘ Mr. Hull, make a signal for her to run 
down and speak us; we will soon proceed to busi- 
ness,” 

In a short time the sail, which proved to be the 
American sloop Sally, came alongside of the Consti- 
tution. After a conference with her captain, he and 
his crew came on board the frigate, while lieutenant 
Hull, with a party of seamen and marines, the latter 
led by the brave captain Carmick, immediately repair- 
ed on board of the sloop. Having received orders 
from the commodore, the sloop now put her helm up 
and ran for the island. 

In the course of the night, while running down for 
part under easy sail, a shot suddenly flew over the 

ally, and soom after an English frigate ranged up 

alongside. Mr. Hull hove to, and when the boarding, 
lieutenant gained the sloop’s deck, where he found so 
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Jarge a party of men and officers in naval uniforms, 


he was much surprised. He was told the object of the 
expedition, however, and expressed his disappoint- 
ment, as his own ship was only waiting to let the 
Sandwich complete her cargo, in order to cut her out 
also.* 

It was about noon of the following day when the 
sloop stood in to the harbor of Porte Platte. Before 
her lay the Sandwich, with her broadside bearing on 
the approach ; and in the rear of her, at no great dis- 
tance, a battery showed its long row of black teeth for 
her protection. 

Lieutenant Hull had sent nearly all the men below 
before he entered the harbor, and now, having astern 
anchor ready, he bore down, like a short handed lub- 
berly sloop, for the bows of the Sandwich. As he 
drew nigh the ship, he said, in a low voice, “stand by 
to board,” and soon a large number of men crouched 
under the bulwarks, ready for action. 

** You will be afoul of me,” said the lieutenant of 
the Sandwich, who was leaning carelessly over the 
bulwark, as the sloop came down. 

**] think I shall,” was the laconic reply. In a mo- 
ment, the sloop struck the bows of the enemy. 

“Let go the kedge !” thundered the lieutenant—it 
was done like magic. 

‘** Boarders away !” cried he ; and, seizing his cut- 
lass, he crossed the gangway of the Sandwich at the 





head of his men, and carried her without a struggle. 


Captain Carmick, in the ship’s boats, now landed, 
carried the battery, spiked the guns, and retired with- 
out the loss of a man. 

A great commotion was now perceptible on shore ; 
but the commander and his crew went swiftly to work 
to secure their prize; and, though she was dismantled 
above her deck, and her guns stowed in the hold, be- 
fore sunset she had her royal-yards crossed, her guns 
scaled, and her crew quartered. She now got under 
way, with the American flag at the ensign peak, and 
stood out of the harbor in company with the sloop. 

Evening was.slowly fading into night, as a ship, fol- 
lowed at some distance by a sloop, bore down for the 
Constitution. 

‘* Hail the stranger,”’ said Commodore Talbot. 

“What ship is that?” thundered the officer of the 
deck, through his trumpet. 

* The United States ship Talbot, I. Hull, comman- 
der,” replied the victorious officer, as he drew near 
enough to be distinguished by the officers of the fri- 

ate. 

‘It is Hull, by heavens!” said the commodore. In 
a few minutes lievtenant Hull came on board, and 
made his official report. After a short time, the Sal- 
ly’s captain and crew were returned to their vessel, 
with many thanks, and lieutenant Hull, having receiv- 
ed orders to that effect, repaired on board the prize as 
her commander, and, crowding on all sail, followed 
the commodore to Jamaica, 





* Cooper’s Naval History. 





From the Missouri Saturday News. 
WAR REMINISCENCES. 
CONSTITUTIONAL SCRUPLES. 

After the disgraceful surrender of Gen. Hull and 
the unfortunate Battle of Queenston, a grand effort'to 
redeem the national honor was made by Gen. Alexan- 
der Smyth, who commanded on the American side of 
the Niagara. The regular force at that point did not 
exceed fifteen hundred men; and these were princi- 
pally new recruits. Their training in their new pro- 
fession had scarcely taught the rank and file how to 
wear their ill-fitted military costume, and their repub- 
lican notions of equality had not been reconciled with 
to the requisites of discipline. To multiply his force 
so as to render it equal to the exigencies of the ser-. 
vice, Gen. Smyth issued his celebrated proclamation, 
which bore such resemblance to the vaunting style of 
Gen. Hull, as to create derision. In obedience, how- 
ever, to the eloquent appeal which suggested that vol- 
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unteers should come in by companies, squads, in cou- 
ples, or singly, on horseback or on foot, a vast body 
of literally irregular troops were assembled near Buf- 
falo, and organized for the invasion of Canada. 

The writer of this brief story, a staif officer, was loca- 
ted in his tent near the way side, at Flint Hill, where 
he derived amusement in the study of human nature, 
as these volunteer patriots came in to envince their love 
of country, and to acquire personal distinction. 

Some few of the volunteer bands were led up by 
venerable men whose military bearing and three cor- 
nered scrapers, composed of faded felt, proved that 
they were some of the surviving soldiers of the revolu- 
tion. Much the greatest number, however, of these 
leaders of companies and platoons were younger aspi- 
rants, who betrayed ignorance of the service on which 
they were entering, by the high-toned direction given 
to their toes as they advanced into something like a 
camp of regular troops. ‘ The couples who caine on 
horseback,” and separated on the verge of the camp, 
one remaing while the other, prepared to convey 
back the horses, created a sensation, in their own limi- 
ted circle at least, as they separated, perhaps to meet 
no more. It was evident thatsome of these devoted 
files were impelled to battle by the sickening force of 
unrequited love. 





head of his company, at the battle of Stoney Creek, 
while a British bayonet was passed through his body— 
and, happily, afterwards recovered. ‘The captain 
coolly told the young critic that his purpose in dressing; 
was to make a respectable corpse. 

The regiment of infantry was commanned by 
Col. B. who wore the regulation coat and chapeau, 
and corderoy breeches and blue yarn stockings. In 
this contradictory costume he was smoking his pipe in 
his tent, the evening before his regiment was to figure 
in the forlorn hope. The honest old gentleman com- 
plained of indisposition, and sent for his quartermaster, 
an ensign extreinely youthful in appearance as well 
as in fact. ~ 

‘* Quarter-master, ” said he, “* there will be a hard 
fight in the morning; but you will escape from the 
hazards of the conflict, for your duty will keep you 
with me in camp, to take care of the baggage.” 

The ensign who had that day ground his sabre and 
put his belt-pistols in order, with a view to the duties 
which he supposed would fall to his individual share 
as one of the storming detachment, gave his colonela 
look of surprise and inquiry, and then proceeded to 
say .— 

“My company is detailed for active service in the 
morning—imy captain has no subaltern except myself 








The tender messages and last words, which were | 
transmitted to the rustic circles which some of the vol- | 
unteers had left, were testimonials of deep-seated grief | 
and dreadful desperation. 

“Tell Sally,” says one who was leaning on his mus- 
ket to ease his blistered feet and festered heart at the 
same time, “tell the cruel girl, that if I fallin battle, 
that it is all her fault—that I wish her all the felicity in 
the world—with Sam Johnson, who nover can love 
her as I did. Here, look at this,” and he drew some- 
thing from his bosom, “ her profile is close to my 
heart, and my blood may redden it. Take care of my 

ung, and don’t lend it for Christmas sleigh-rides, 
ell Sally Ido forgive her, when she slighted me at 
singing school;—butI never shall forget it.” 
ome there were who had left at home anxious 
wives, and undutiful children. One of these discour- 
se to the following effect. 

“Tf Hannah had not been so snappish, and made me 
du all the milkin and churnin tew, I should never been 
here. She told me she guessed I’d be sorry I'd listed 
—but she druv me tu destraction. Id rather stand 
the bewlets than her eternal clatter of tongue, knives 
and forks and tin things. If she is a widder it is all 
her own fort, Tell her I dew dieam about her and 
the baby, sometimes—I kalkllate all things are foreor- 
dained tu all etarnity, and if I die in fightin, I shan’t 
have the expense tu pay of along spell of sickness: 

ood bye, Ephraim—you hain’t got more tobacker 
than will dew you hum, have ye?” 

Such of the human family as are unacquainted with 
those proud emotions which bear up a soldier in the 
extreme hazards of.war, may deem the costume unim- 

rtant with which his person is decorated in the bat- 

e field. But as a general rule, it may be laid down 
as an indispensable requisite in a good soldier that he 
has good taste in dress and a musical ear; else “the 
pomp and circumstance of glorious war” will degener- 
ate into the tameness of a Quaker meeting. That 
soldier who cannot tread a measure with poetic enthu- 
siasm when the animating blasts of a bugie reach a sus- 
ceptible ear, should never assume the name or make 
tensions to the character. Show mea military man 
who does not tie his sash tastefully, or hang his sword 
with the grace of a Knight Templar, and I can point 
my finger at a man who has in him the elements of a 
recreant being, however much he may contrive to dis- 
semble, when subjected to the gaze of the world, or 
under the influence of personal interest. On the in- 
teresting occasion to which this story refers, on the 
eve of a battle, a captain of infantry who shaved him- 
self and put on clean linen, and was reproached as a 
martinet by a messmate, subsequently stood at the 


present for duty, and I shall go with him.” 

“You are the quarter-master,” said the colonel, 
* and I shall detain you here.” 

The ensign took up a pen, and in three lines re- 
spectfully traced the resignation of his staff appoint- 
ment. As he laid this document before his colonel, 
he remarked:— 

* Colonel B——, I am much indebted for your pa- 
rental regard, but my marches to the vicinity of the 
enemy have not been designed for the care and cus- 
tody of camp-kettles and spare flints—if your infirmi- 


mercurial action in my veins gives me other and less 
pacific dispositions.” With these words the ensign 
departed. 

After passing an hour with his captain, and assisting 
to make proper dispositions for the coming desperate 
fight, the young subaltern called at the tent of the sur- 
geon of his regiment. Doetor F. was a cheerful old 
_gentleman, and he was making a distribution of field 
tourniquets and bandages among the officers of the 
forlorn hope detail, when the ensign joined them in 
an application for like appliances for staunching blood 
in the heat of battle. 

“Let me put this tourniquet round one of your 
limbs,” said the surgeon, ‘ for I may have occasion to 
use it in earnest to-morrow.” And the professional 
gentleman procesded to go through the motions of 
amputation. After this playful exhibition, the light- 
hearted army gentlemen dropped otf, the tattoo was 
beat, and the young ensign, who was recovering from 
the measles, was commanded by the surgeon to repair 
to his quarters, a house in the vicinity, that he should 
not take cold ; and the hardy warriors sunk to repose, 
to dream of home, and the conflict of to-morrow. 

It was only two or three hours after midnight, when 
Ben, the soldier-servant of the ensign, called up his 
master according to orders, and with his knapsack al- 
ready slung, said it was time to join the company, for 
he had approached the line of sentinels, and he per- 
ceived the camp was alive with the low murmurs of 
preparation. ‘The ensign was ina deep sleep when his 
servant shook him off from the happy visions with 
which his slumberg flattered him. Al the domestic 
joys of his father’s fireside were presented at the mo- 
ment in the most enchanting form. He sprang to his 
feet, however, and hurried on his laced coat and mili- 
tary cap and stock, while Ben dutifully held before 
him the corner of a broken shaving-glass, which the 
ensign rarely used to smooth an almost beardless vis- 
age. When the young subaltern belted his sabre, the 
brief caution, “ forward,” which was mechanically ut- 
tered, served as the signal for moving. The genteel 
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but indigent widow, with whom the ensign stayed, 
had prepared a cup of strong cofiee for her guest, and 
while he was partaking of this luxury, the kind lady 
desired him to return to her humble habitation, if it 
should be his fortune to suffer with wounds in the 
hazardous service on which he had volunteered, 

It was only two or three days previous to the morn- 
ing to which reference is now made, that the army of 
the Niagara was reinforced by a brigade of Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers, parses by General Tunnelil. 
These troops were uniformed companies, composed of 
men of promising appearance, the whole presenting 
the most formidable column of citizen-soldiers which 
had taken the field since the close of the revolution. 
The General himself presented a person as imposing as 
that of Hercules, and an eye as {ull of martial fire as 
that of Achilles when looking on the walls of Troy. 
But alas! how vain are human hopes and promise! 

When the final order for invading Canada was is- 
sued by General Smyth, and the citizen-soldiers were 
assigned their station in the general order of battle, the 
elements of contradiction and argument, which had 
hitherto slumbered, broke out in the republican ranks. 
There had been no vote taken as to the operations of 
the campaign, and constitutional scruples arose to an 
alarming extent. The volunteers insisted that the 
constitution only required of militia to employ their 
arms in the suppression of insurrections and to repel 
invasions. They therefore came to the unanimous 
resolution to decline the honor of crossing the Niagara 
into Canada. With the celerity of sudden impulse, 
the Pennsylvania companies wheeled about and march- 
ed off homeward along the shores of Lake Erie, be- 
stowing the most unqualified maledictions on General 
Smyth for his proclamation and blood-thirsty orders, 
which would have carried them into the enemy’s 
country, with murderous disregard of their personal 
security. General Tannehill, who had come out on 
an electioneering campaign, exercised no influence or 
authority, if he had either, to induce the brigade to 
se yp the sacred duty to their country, which they 

ad voluntarily undertaken ; and instead of being a 
pares leader, he became a tame follower of the rab- 

le bands, who were not as respectable as sheep in 
wolves’ clothing. On the morning of the descent on 
the enemy’s works, the entire Pennsylvania Brigade 
was reported perme. Much of the blame, however, 
which would naturally attach to men under such cir- 
cumstances, was averted by the slender pretensions of 
General Smyth. The army reposed no confidence in 
him, and they believed he was as likely to lead them 
to destruction as to conquest. 

On the morning of the 28th es of November, the 
forlorn hope embarked a little below Black Rock, 
crossed the Niagara river, and stormed the batteries of 
the enemy. When the sun was fairly up, and the 
coast clear of the enemy, the General, instead of fol- 
lowing up the advantages obtained by the advance, 
with the main army, recalled the force which had al- 
ready crossed into the enemy’s country. 

The forlorn hope returned in a forlorn condition, 
and the ensign who has been referred to, was brought 
back desperately wounded, in care of his devoted Irish 
servant, to the habitation of the widow with whom he 
had previously quartered. Here he was visited by his 
former messmates, one of whom had declined the ser- 
vice in the field, in consequence of slight indisposition. 
This subaltern had expressed an ardent wish, previous 
to the battle, to carry home about his person some 
prominent marks of service, such as the loss of an 
arm or leg; but when he beheld his friend — 
with his wounds, which were at first pronounce 
mortal, he looked as grave and as pacific as a quaker. 

The glory of Generals, such as conducted the mili- 
tary affairs of this last of the republics, at the com- 
mencement of the late war, consists in percipitating 
men upon the enmy under the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. The profuse sacrifice of lives was one of 


| service another. Such will be always the result of 
making military appointments of high rank, in con- 
sideration of party service. The General in this in- 
| stance, after measuring out vengeance to the enemy, 
on paper, retired from the conflict without measuring 
strength with him, suffering that imputation which 
soldiers cannot endure. 
BATTLE OF PLATTSRURGH. 

On the 5th of September, when Gen. Prevost was 
advancing on Plattsburgh with a military force of about 
| 15,000 regular troops, the American army, charged 
with the defence of the post, did not exceed 1,500 
‘men. In anticipation of this event, volunteers had 
| been called for and were advancing from the vicinity, 
and from Vermont, on the other side of Lake Champ- 
lain. It was therefore essential to check the advance 
of the enemy, and gain time. Major Jobn E. Wool, 
(now Gen. Wool) applied to Gen. Macomb for per- 
mission to meet and skirmish with the advance of the 
British army, for the purpose of holding the enemy in 
check. It was with extreme urgency the applicant 
ultimately obtained permission to march with the ef- 
fective men of the 29th infantry, which he then com- 
| manded, amounting to 250. With this force, and cal- 
culating on the support of Captain Leonard’s company 
of Light Artillery, Major Wool marched down the 
Beekmantown road, while Colonel Apling with his 
riflemen were throwing barriers in the other road by 
which the enemy might approach Plattsburgh. 

_ It was but a little past midnight, when the battal- 
ion of the 29th moved out of camp, and after advan- 
cing eight miles, they halted for refreshments. It was 
in the gray of the morning, when Major Wool rode 
forward to reconnoitre the enemy’s position. Ina ver 
brief period he returned, and directed his column to ad- 
vance. It was at this momentthat the enemy appear- 
ed and opened their fire on the Americans. it was re- 
turned with spirit, and in conformity with previous 
orders street firing was continued while the command 
of Major Wooll fell back in good order as the enemy 
caui:ously advanced. A steady and almost continual 
fire was thus kept up for two hours, and until 250 of 
the British troops were slain, while on the part of their 
opponents very fewsuffered. This was justly attribu- 
ted to the superiority of the Americans az marksmen. 
Col. Wellington was among those of the enemy who 
fell, Major Wool was necessarily much exposed 
throughout the whole affair, and at an early period of 
the engagement had his horse shot under him. 

This detachment was ultimately obliged to fall back 
behind the Saranac, in the village of Plattsburgh, after 
crossing which, under the fire of the enemy, they 
took up the bridge and arrested the farther advance 
of the enemy. In this particular service, one Amer- 
ican officer was slain, and another severely wounded. 

It would not, perhaps, inflict wrong on any other 
corps to say that almost all the hard fighting, on land, 
at the battle of Plattsburgh, was done by Major Wool’s 
Battalion of the 29th; and that while Gen. Macomb 
owes his rank and consideration principally to the ope- 
rations already described, it would be just to attribute 
the salvation of the post, to the demonstration so sea- 
sonablv made. 

If Prevost had not been misled by the bold move of 
Maj. Wool, Com. Macdonough might have been dri- 
ven from his moorings by the British army, who, if 
they had been apprized of the extreme weakness of 
their opponents, might have taken possession of the 
American works in fifteen minutes. 

The delay consequent on the operations described, 
delayed the movements of the British General, and 
gave time for the enemy’s fleet to arrive on the 11th, 
and encounter defeat and capture. 

In the course of the operations before Plattsburgh, 
a detachment of the enemy crossed the Saranac river, 
a few miles above the place, and were marching upon 
the rear of the works, when they encountered the 
Vermont Voluriteers in the open pine woods. These 











the unhappy consequences, and a distaste for military 


men who are as good riflemen as our western hunters, 
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treed and poured in upon the British platoons such a 
deadly fire as inflicted great suifering and ultimate 
surrender. 

Our fellow citizen, Nathan Ranney, Esg. Col- 
lector of the port of St. Louis, we remember served 
in this battalion of the 29th infantry, on the occasion 
referred to, and mustrecollect the particulars detailed. 
It is asingular fact, that the cannonade and bombard- 
ment of the works of Plattsburg resulted in the death 
of one man only within the fortifications, and he had 
skulked from his duty, and lay beneatha pile of lum- 
ber. A shell reached his place of concealement and 
there exploded. 

A singular incident is said to have transpired on 
board the flag ship Commodore Macdonough, at the 
conclusion of the naval action, and immediately after 
the surrender of the enemy’s squadron in the harbor 
of Plattsburgh. A game chicken flew up from tie 
deck into the ratlins, and crowed vociferously at the 
moment the enemy’s flag was hauled down and the 
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The following letter from our correspondent will be 
found interesting, although much of the information 
it imparts has already reached the public through 
other channels, and advices a month later have been 
received from the squadron. ; 

We are happy to perceive an increasing disposition 
on the part of Navy officers to communicate intelli- 
gence, and shall always feel grateful to them for their 
favors. 

U.S. sure Jonn Apams, 
Soo Soo Roads, Sumatra, Jan. 13, 1839. 

Dear Sir: You have probably learned from other 


firing ceased. This story was afterwards verified | sources of our visit to the dominions of the Sultan of 
from the lips of the commodore himself, in our hearing.! Muscat, to Bombay, Goa, and Columbo. We re- 


In justice to Gen. Wool, it is proper to remark, that 
the article under the above head, in which his name 
and that of Gen. Macomb were mentioned, was not 
suggested by him, nor has there ever been exchanged, 
between us, a syllable on the subject of the army op- 
erations referred to. As General Wool happens to be 
in this city, without this explanation it might be sup- 
posed that he had some agency in the publication 
which we have taken the responsibility to make. 





Tue “ Bupe” Ligut.—A second experiment was 
Jast night made in the House of Commons, with the 
oleoxygen, or Bude light, and was attended with the 
most Dette’ success. According to Mr. Gurney’s 
own statements, the previous trial took place under 
very great disadvantages. ‘The notice given was ex- 
tremely short, and from the “ crowded state of the 
House,” the doors having been thrown open to ivout 
three hundred persons, it was impossible to offer any 
explanations, or receive any suggestions from the sc1- 
entific gentlemen who were present. Mr. Gurney’s 
object on the former occasion was to show the great 

wer of the light, about which we believe there ex- 
ists no second opinion. The light, which, as has been 
already stated, is produced by directing a stream of 
pure oxygen gas through the central part of the flame 
of an oft lamp, is extremely brilliant and colourless, 
and somewhat similar in its appearance and effects to 
moonlight, but in a more intense degree. On the for- 
mer occasion the light was transmitted from the eight 
apertures in the ceiling of* the house, through pris- 
matic or plain glass, and the great objection then urged 
was, that the glare was too powerful, and afiected the 
eyes in a painful degree. Last night, however, Mr. 

urney introduced und and corrugated glass 
lenses, by which the light was more equally diffused, 
and rendered much more soft and mellow, By the 
intervention of coloured glass, the yellow or reddish 
tinge of oil or wax lights was closely imitated, and by 
regulating the supply of oxygen to the flame, it was 
shown that any required degree of intensity could be 
produced. It appeard to us that the light was not 
thrown sufficiently under the galleries, and that there 
is some probability, unless some improvement be made 
in this point, of their being converted into “ dormi- 
tories,” as the galleries were under Sir Frederick 
Trenchy’s system. On the whole, we think the ex- 

eriment of last night decisive of the success of Mr. 

urney’s invention, which we doubt not will ere long 
be applied to other purposes, for which it is peculiarly 
adapted, from its great brilliancy and intensity. A 
system of night telegraphs or signals at sea could be 
readily constituted with this light, as we understand 
it can be managed ‘with as much ease as the ogame | 
lamps, and the advantage of employing a light whic 
is visible at four times the distance, is too obvious to 
reqiffre any comment.—London Paper. 


mained ten days in Zanzabar, and a week in Muscat. 
The Sultan now resides at the former city. His re- 
ception of us was distinguished by unusual cordiality. 
He evidently holds our countrymen in the highest es- 
teem, and it would be well if our Government mani- 
fested some evidence of their reciprocal regard. We 
were detained above three weeks in Bombay, having 
reached there eight days before the flag ship. About 
the time of our departure the cholera made its appear- 
ance on board, and unfortunately had three victims : 
viz: Edwin Clary, marine, Edward Taylor, ordinary 
seaman, and James Webb, boy. The only death, be- 
sides these, since leaving the United States, is that of 
our Sergeant of Marines, Caleb 8. Granger, who died 
on the Ist inst. at Muckie, of dysentery. The ship is 
now perfectly healthy. At Goa we remained but one 
day. This is one of the very few East India posses- 
sions still held by the Portuguese. It is now in ruins, 
although an apology for a garrison is still maintained. 
We reached Columbo, the principal military station 
in the island of Ceylon, on the 23d November, and 
continued there one week. We were received and 
entertained with that generous hospitality which the 
report of the officers of the Peacock had led us to an- 
ticipate; but our departure from this delightful is- 
land was hastened by intelligence received through a 
vessel from Singapore, of a piratical outrage commit- 
ted by the Malays of Sumatra, on the American 
barque Eclipse, of Salem, in the murder of her cap- 
tain, and robbery of her specie and cargo. The squad- 
ron accordingly sailed on the Ist Dec., and made the 
northern part of this island in due season. On the 19th 
we anchored off Anabaloo about 30 miles to the north 
ofthis. The next day we arrived off Quallah Battoo, 
and continued there nine days. All the facts con- 
nected with the piracy we came to investigate were 
here ascertained ; and as it appeared that Quallah Bat- 
too was implicated, by harboring one or more of the 
murderers, which they did not give up, our batteries 
were opened upon their forts, by which they were 
pretty well riddled, and four Malays killed. After 











threatening them with further chastisement if full 
satisfaction was not given, the squadron sailed for 
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Muckie, which is about thirty miles to the southward. 
This was the most guilty place, as the chief murderer 
lived there, and doubtless the Rajah had shared the 
plunder with him. They refused to comply with the 
demands for restitution made upon them, and it was 
deemed necessary to inflict an exemplary punish-| 
ment. Their town was accordingly bombarded, and 
afterwards between 300 and 400 of our crew, (officers 
and men included) sent on shore, under command of 
Capt. Wyman. The town was burned to the ground, 
no resistance having been made. Probable loss is 
estimated at nearly $100,000. The inhabitants had 
all deserted the neighborhood, except two, who were 
brought off to the ships, and the next morning released. 
This affair took place on the Ist January. Muekie is 
one of the most important pepper ports on the coast, 
and contains upwards of 5,000 people. On the 3d 
January we anchored in these roads. We soon dis- 
covered that the conflagration at Muckie had diffused 
a salutary terror among the Malays. The people of | 
Quallah Battoo and Soo Soo now readily yielded to | 
the demands of justice, and an amicable arrangement 
has happily been effected. The more minute circum- 
stances connected with the progress and termination | 
of our belligerent operations on this coast you will } 








probably be made acquainted with through the pub- | 


lished official reports of Commo. Read. Doubts may 
possibly arise in the minds of some as to the strict 





A COINCIDENCE.—We know not what secret com- 
munication may have subsisted between our two cor- 
respondents, “GrumBLeR” and “* * *,” prior 
to their’respective communications being forwarded 
to us for insertion ; but so far as our information ex- 
tends, they have no knowledge of each othnr. Doubt- 
less each will smile, when he reads the effusion of the 
other, both being brought so undesignedly into the 
same paper. 





A report reached this city last week, that Colonel 
Harney, of the 2d dragoons, who had accompanied 
a party of Indians to their assigned limits, with a 
guard of 28 men, had been surprized on the morning 
of 23d ult., on the Coloosahatchie river, and 13 of the 
men killed. Col. H. himself, with the remainder of 
the men, some of whom were wounded, escaped, to a 
boat. ; . 

No official or confirmatory account having been 
received, as late as this morning, we are inclined to 
| doubt the truth the report, and hope that it will prove 
to be unfounded. 
| P. S. Since the above was in type, we have been 

| favored with the following : 





| Extract of a letter, receied this morning from Lieut. 
W. K. Hanson, of the 7th infantry, U. 8. A., dated 


* SAVANNAH, Aug. 11, 1839. 
«Tam now ona U.S. steamboat at Savannah, having 





justice and legality of these proceedings ; but of one | in charge forty-six Seminoles, prisoners of war, wha 
thing you may be assured, that the commander-in- were captured by me, at Fort Mellon, last week, 
chief has acted with a single view to the interest of Let me give you the particulars: On the 31st July, 


commerce and the dignity of the nation. 
as the Malays are of all moral principle, and without 
a government strong enough to punish their own cri- 
minals, the diplomatist, in his conduct towards them, 
cannot be governed by any system of international 
law, as understood among civilized people. Their 
future good behavior can only be induced by the fear 
of certain and speedy punishment following the com- 
mission of crime. 

We sail immediately for the Prince of Wales’ Island. 
There we take a pilot through the straits of Malacca 
for Singapore. From thence this ship will probaby 
be sent to Siam. We hope to be in Canton in May 
or June. Yours truly, beta ac” 


The following iga list of the officers of the John 
Adams : 

Commander, THomas W. Wyman, Esq.; Lieuten- 
ants, Andrew H. Foot, Thomas Turner, Edward R. 
Thomson, Augustus H. Kilty, George Minor; Sur- 
geon, John A. Lockwood ; Assistant Surgeon, Joseph 
Beale ; Purser, D. Fauntleroy ; Acting Master, R. B. 


Pegram; Passed Midshipman, Edward C. Ward ; 
Midshipmen, Joh: Q. Adams, C. T. Crocker, D. M. 
Fairfax, J. V. Hixon, R. 8S. Morris, R. B. Riell, Jas. 
H. Spotts, J. M. Wainwright, R. H. Wyman; Pro- 
Sessor of Mathematics, A. G. Pendleton ; Clerk, E. G. 
Gunner, John H. 
Ryder ; Carpenter, John Hayden; Sailmaker, Wm. 


Larkin; Boatswain, John Bell; 


H. Brayton. 


Destitute | 


I received intelligence at Fort Mellon of the massa- 
| ere of the dragoons on the Caloosahatchie. The In- 
dians, you probably know, have been visiting me at 
Fort Mellon, during the summer, and a considerable 
number were in the fort at the time when the news 
reached me. I carefully concealed from them the in- 
telligence which I had received, and continued giving 
them provisions as before. They showed, however, 
some little distrust, and did not visit me again for two 
days. On the afternoon of the 3d August, forty-five 
of them came to the fort to receive rations. They 
looked cautiously about the fort, and finding nothing 
suspicious, sat themselves down at my door in their 
usual fashion. The soldiers loitered about the garri- 
son with an attitude of carelessness, and there were 
no signs save the most pacific. Presently, I dis- 
charged a pistol, as if by accident. That was the 
signal! The gates of the fort were closed as if by ma- 
gic, and the Indians in a moment surrounded by the 
troops. The Seminoles made a start to escape, and 
two of their men broke through the circle of soldiers, 
They both dropped dead beneath a heavy discharge 
of musketry, which cut them in pieces. The re- 
mainder of the Indians then quietly surrendered. 

‘* None of my men were injured. Two of the Indians 
were killed, as I have mentioned, and the others were 
unharmed. The steamboat came up two days after, 
much to nty-relief, as my force was so very small 
that had I been attacked from the outside, self-pre- 
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servation would have compelled me to execute the 
men prisoners. The arrival of the steamboat spared 
me that painful duty. 

“On the 5th August another Indian, with his wife 
and child, were captured, making in all 46 prisoners, 
of whom there are 14 men, the rest women and chil- 
dren. My men behaved well. 

“Tam now, with these prisoners, on my way to 
Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor; where I am ordered 
to remain until further orders, withsa detachment of 
troops to guard the Indians.” 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 

PENSACOLA, July 30, 18839—The Erie, Comm’r. 
Taylor, arrived here from the Gulf last week. We 
have now in port, of the squadron, the frigate Mace- 
donian, and sloops Ontario, Warren, and Erie. The 
schooner Otsego, co-operating with the army in Flo- 
rida, is also here. The Warren’s bowsprit has been 
found defective in several places, and has been con- 
demned ; a new one is to be procured at Blackwater. 
The Levant and Vandalia are shortly expected. Lt. 
J. H. Little, late of the Warren, is now at the Hos- 
pital; and Mid. E. C. Anderson has been ordered to 
the Macedonian. 





ITEMS. 

Gen. Gatnes and family embarked at New Or- 
leans on board the steamboat Louisville, and landed 
at Memphis, where they would sojourn a few days; 
thence proceed to St. Louis, the Head Quarters of the 
Western Division. 


Gen. Scort arrived at Sacket’s Harbor, on Satur- 
day, 3d inst., and on Monday reviewed the Sth regi- 
ment of infantry. On Thursday, he arrived at Alba- 
ny, and proceeded immediately to Saratoga, to meet 
the Secretary of War. : 


Mr. PornsettT left Albany on Wednesday, 7th 
inst., for Saratoga, and left the latter place on Friday 
for the west. 


James K. Mooreneap, of the city of Pittsburgh, 
has been appointed, by the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
Adjutant General of the militia of the commonwealth, 
for three years from and after the third of Aug., 1839. 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
Aug. 6—Lieut. T. L. Ringgold, 4th arty. Dr. Thomas’s 
Maj.W. H. Chase, re Maj. Whiting’s 
Lieut. Croghan Ker, 2d drags. Gadsby’s 
Capt. J. H. Stokes, A. Q. M. do 
14—Lieut. J. G. Reynolds, Marine Corps, do 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasuineton, Aug. 1, 1839. 
Armuy.—Capt Jacob Brown, Capt E D Bullock, 2, 
Capt A Canfield 3, Gen Fenwick, Major T 'T Fauntle- 
roy Lieut R M Mcl:ane, Capt E Trenor, Lieut H W 


n. 
Navy.—John S Chauncey, Mid M Hunt, Lieut J W 
Jarvis, Lieut Alex Maury, 2, Lieut W A Wurts. 
Martine Corrs.—Capt. James Edelin, Lieut Addison 
Garland, 2, Capt J L. C Hardy, Lieut James Maguire, 
Lieut Geo H Terrett, 2. 
Norrotk, Aug. 1, 1839. 


Navy.— Captains, W C Bolton, 2, D Turner, 2, J 
Wilkinson. Lieuts. T A Dornin, W P Griffin, Geo 
H MF Maury, H K Thatcher, AS Worth. Doc- 
tors, Blacknall, J Cornick, S A McCreery, R 
B Tinslar, W L Van Horn, W M Wood. Pursers, 








McK Buchanan, H Etting, 2, H W Greene. Passed 
Mid., J ¥ Armstrong, 3, W Leigh, GM McCreery, W 
T Muse, RS Trapier. Midshipmen J B Carter, G W 
Rodgers, 2. 





Wasuinaron, Aug. 15, 1839. 

Army.—Capt Jacob Brown, Capt ED Bullock, 3, 
Lieut R Q Butler, Capt W C De Hart, Lieut W 
Eustis, Lieut J E Johnston, Major A A Massias, Lieut 
A Montgomery, Lieut T L Ringgold, 5, Lieut HH 
Sibley, Capt D H Vinton. 

Navy.—Rev W Colton, 2, Geo M Comegys, Acting 
Lieut C R Howard, Lieut T J Manning, Capt JT 
McLaughlin, Capt T M Newell, Mid D D Porter. 

Marine Corrs.—Lieut J G Reynolds, Lieut N S 
Waldron. 





PASSENGERS. 


Moste, July 28, per steamboat Merchant, from New 
Orleans, Capt. W. A. Thornton, of the army. July 30, 
per brig Escambia, from New York, Lieut. W. H. 
Sampson, of the Revenue Service. 

Savannan, Aug. 5, per steamboat Florida, from Pico- 
lata, Major P. Muhlenburgh, of the army. Per steam- 
boat Ivanhoe, from Black creek, Capt. J. Mackay, of 
the army. Aug. 7, per brig Augusta, from New York, 
Lieut. T.G. Ganett, of the army. 

New Yorx, Aug. 11, per brig Chaires, from St. 
Marks, Lieut. S. M. Plummer, of the army. 











Communications. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 


VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR, AND PRESEN- 
TATION OF A SET OF COLORS. 
West Pornt, Aug 12, 1839. 

Mr. Eprror: The Secretary of War visited West 
Point on the 5th and 6th inst., inspected the Military 
Academy, and made himself personally acquainted 
with its present condition, in each and every depart- 
ment. 

The corps of Cadets was at the time in camp, as is 
customary for about three months at this season of the 
year. The exercises on this occasion were princi- 
pally confined to an exhibition of their proficiency in 
camp ph infantry and artillery drills, mortars, how- 
itzers, field and siege artillery target practice, and the 
duties of the laboratory, where we noticed the Cadets 
preparing various kinds of ammunition and fire works, 
used and known in the art of war, 

On the morning of the 6th, a very interesting cere- 
mony was witnessed by the many strangers and visi- 
ters then at the Point, in the presentation of a new 
set of colors to the Corps of Cadets by the Secretary 
of War. 

These colors were presented to the Cadets under 
arms as a batallion of infantry, formed on three sides 
of a square, the Secretary, accompanied by the aca- 
demic and military staff of the institution, taking a 
position in the centre of the other side. After the 
salutes and usual military compliments were paid to 
the Secretary and the new standard, (at the moment 
in the hands of several young ladies, who bore them 
from the* Superintendent’s quarters to the parade 
ground, escorted by Cadets,) the Secretary addressed 
the cadets, giving them excellent counsel and advice, 
calculated to impress upon their minds their present 
duty, the great advantages they are deriving under 
the fostering care of the nation, and what hereafter 
will be expected in return from them. 

The interest this address excited induced us to ob- 
tain a copy for your Chronicle, supposing it would be 
of interest to your readers. - 

The allegorical painting on the color of the Corps 
of Cadets, is the figure of Liberty in the back ground, 
clothed in a blue mantle, studded with stars, witness- 
ing the Goddess of Wisdom presenting the olive 
branch to the God of Battles. The other standard is 
the arms of the United States—in painting which the 
artist has placed the shell on the side of the bird, thus 








enabling him to exhibit the beauty of the eagle, 
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The execution of these colors is said,to be one of 
the finest specimens of the aft, and were painted by 
Mr. Weir, from the device of Mr. Poinsett. 

Capets: In presenting you these colors, I am de- 
barred from referring to topics usually urged on such 
occasions. These are not the banners to be hung out 
*‘on the outward walls,” round which you may be 
called, at some future day, to rally, in defence of your 
country’s rights, or to vindicate your country’s honor. 
When that time shall come, I am sure, from your high 
bearing and honorable conduct as cadets, that you will 
sae no exhortation to do your duty, and that you 
will then, by your constancy and valor, redeem the 
well-grounded expectations of your fellow citizens. 
The colors which I am about to present to you are 
banners of peace, round which all ohn thirst for know- 
ledge, and desiye to prepare themselves for future use- 
fulness, will rally, and, under their folds, march stea- 
dily onward to honorable distinction. 

A distinguished station in the profession you have 
chosen cannot be obtained without laborious prepara- 
tion and continued application; but you will find a 
strong incitement to exertion in the reflection that, on 
your character and acquirements, much of the safety 
and honor of your country may rest. The fate of bat- 
tles does not depend alone upon the exertion of cour- 
age; that quality is the birthright of every American 
soldier; but upon that self-possession in the hour of 
danger, to be acquired only by a thorough knowledge 
of the art of war, that inspires the officer with confi- 
dence in his own resources, and enables him to exert 
all his skill amidst the din of battle and surrounded by 
appalling dangers. An ignorant officer, were he the 
bravest among the brave, might lead his fellow soldiers 
to useless slaughter, cover his bleeding country with 
mourning and disgrace, and peril its liberty and safety. 
An accomplished soldier, such as the means of educa- 
tion here afforded will make you if you profit by them, 
may save his country in the hour of danger, clothe the 
land with gladness, and merit the lasting gratitude of 
his fellow citizens. Under these peaceful banners, and 
within these peaceful halls, you will not only learn to 
serve your country in the field, but receive such reli- 
a instruction and moral culture as will, when 

lended with scientific attainments, enable you to be- 
come accomplished officers. Here you will be taught 
to put your trust in God, without which there is no 
true wisdom ; to obey, that you may know how to 
command ; to be temperate, that you may avoid a vice 
most pernicious and disgraceful to any citizen, but 
criminal and unpardonable in an officer; for, when 
brutally deprived ofhis reason, he may expose his fel- 
low soldiers to déstruction, and fatally commit the 
character and peace of his country ; to administer strict 
and impartial justice to all; and to treat your inferi- 
ors and superiors with kindness, courtesy and respect. 
Arrogance to inferiors or disrespect to superiors is 
equally unofficerlike and reprehensible ; your supe- 
rior officers and teachers are entitled to respectful and 
ready obedience; your fellow soldiers to kind and 
courteous treatment. It has been said that military 
institutions are ess®ntially anti-republican, that they 
cannot be administered on any principle that is not 
destructive of freedom, that the discipline of armies 
must from the nature of things be relaxed in a de- 
mocracy, or the democratic ee be violated by 
an arbitrary exercise of power. This is altogether a 
mistake. There is nothing more arbitrary in the ad- 
ministration of the Rules and Regulations of the 
army than in that of the laws of our own country. 
They are intended to protect and direct both the sol- 
dier and the officer; and if strictly adhered to and 
rigidly executed, and the officer and soldier made to 
feel that so long as they exist on the statute book they 
cannot be evaded or violated, but that they will be 
carried into effect without fail and with equal justice 
to all; they infringe no one eerie of free govern- 
ment. Obedience to the rules and regulations of this 
institution and of the service generally on the part of the 








soldier, the cadet, and the officer, and the rigid exac- 
tion and inflexible enforcement with a due regard for 
the right of all, comprehend the whole discipline of 
the army, and cannot be regarded either arbitrary or 
unjust. Here, too, you will acquire habits of studious 
application so essential to your future usefulness. 
he knowledge attained at this academy will be but 
the foundation of the superstructure which your own 
exertions must hereafter erect; what is learnt here 
will not enable you to become accomplished officers 
unless you continue your studies in the field and in 
garrison, and profit by all the ig rong you may 
hereafter enjoy to acquire a thoroughly practical 
knowledge of your profession. I will detain you no 
longer, my young friends, but, in presenting your 
colors, content myself with expressing the earnest 
hope, that you may profit by the instructive allegory 
that adorns them: teaching that 
Liberty and Peace are to be secured by Wisdom and 
Valor. 

And that while here, you will seek diligently to 
acquire Knowledge and Wisdom, the true and only 
solid basis on which to rest your future usefulness and 
your future reputation ; I deliver them into your hands 
in the confident expectation that you will never ter- 
nish them by any act of negligence, immorality, or in- 
subordination. 





ABUSBS IN THE ARMY—No. 1. 

Mr. Eprror: I have resolved to give you a series 
of articles on the prolific theme which heads these ob- 
servations ; that is, if I, perchance, find a leisure mo- 
ment now and then. do this, not that I entertain 
the least hope of ameliorating the condition of the Ar- 
my, (to use Secretary PornsretT’s language, as con- 
tained in Order, No. 78, of 1837,) but merely for the 
sake of grumbling. I, therefore, take for my text, 
General Order, No. 78, of 1837, in these words: “* A 
general or field officer, when travelling on duty, with- 
out troops, will be entitled to transportation for one 
servant, at the rate of eight cents per mile, on certi- 
fiying that his servant actually accompanied him on 
his journey.” 

The first consideration that presents itself in rela- 
tion to this subject is the object of a servant; why 
Congress, among its multitudinous liberalities to the 
officers, has allowed them a servant or servants? I 
presume this was done torelieve officers from drudge- 
ry ; from the menial functions of boot-black, clothes- 
brusher, and valet-de-chambre, in general. I pre- 
sume that Congress intended that all officers should 
be gentlemen, should appear as gentlemen, and that 
when they enacted the article of war punishing any 
officer for conduct unbecoming a gentleman, they did 
not intend to restrict this article to a “« general or field 
officer ;”” and that it was to prevent any officer from 
being compelled to merge the gentleman into the valet, 
that they allowed to each and every officer at least 
one servant; and from this I deduce the result, thata 
second lieutenant is as much entitled to a servant as 
“a general or field officer.” 

The second aspect presented us in our considera- 
tions is the requirements of the law, which allow cer- 
tain sums to every officer for pay, clothing, and ra- 
tions, for as many authorized servants as they actual- 
ly keep in service. To draw this pay, the officer is 
compelled to certify that he gives a true description 
ofhis servant, and that he has had him in service 
‘the whole time charged for;” to do this, therefore, he 
must have a servant always with him, or else give his 
signature to false certificates. The actual require- 
ment and intention of the law, therefore, is that an 
officer shall invariably keep a servant. 

Thirdly. When is a servant of most importance? 
When stationary, or travelling “‘ under orders without 
troops?” He is essential to an officer and to a gen- 
tleman at all times ; but particularly so when travel- 
ling when there is baggage to be attended to, for ex- 
perience has taught me that it is not very agreeable 
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to loiter about a baggage car to catch your trunks as 
they come; besides, it delays one not unfrequently 
in the transaction of public business. Again, you are 
often compelled to leave your room, in a strange ho- 
tel, to the mercy of God knows who, having no one 
to watch it, even when you may have thousands of 
public funds, (not much danger of private funds at 
the present rate of pay.) Moreover, an officer tra- 
velling with a servant would be relieved from the at- 
tacks of those vultures who beset every traveller, in 
the form of porters, waiters, boot cleaners, making sad 
havoc on the ten cents per mile. From all which 
ensues this deduction, that a servant, always necessa- 
ry toastationary officer, is peculiarly so to one whilst 
travelling. 


Fourthly. Is it more necessary that “a general or 
field officer” should have a servant whilst travelling, 
than that a subaltern should have one whilst similar- 
ly cireumstanced. My former remarks will prove a 
negative in reply. I now maintain that, of the two, 
the subaltern has the greatest necessity. The gene- 
ral officer has his aids, the field officer his staff, and 
one or the other can always keep an eye on the field 
and general baggage, and be of immense advantage to | 
each other. One can remain and see that the bag- 

age is taken off and put on rail road cars, steam- 

oats, or stages, whilst the others are attending to 
their business or pleasure. I have learnt the truth 
of this from frequent travelling with parties of gentle- 
men; and no one can gainsay my assertion that, whilst | 
travelling, a servant is more necessary to a captain or 
subaltern than to “a general or field officer.” And 
this brings me to the last and fifth head of this sub- 





ject, viz: 

Who can best afford to defray the transportation of | 
a servant, a captain and subaltern, or ‘“‘a general or| 
field officer ?”” In reply to which I beg leave to refer | 
the reader, the Secretary of War, and “all whom it, 
may concern,” to page 198, General Regulations, 
titled “Table of Pay, Subsistence, Forage, &c., al- 
lowed to officers, soldiers, &c.” 

In conclusion, I will remark, that if “the best ef- 
forts of the Department are directed to ameliorate the 
condition, elevate the character, and restore the dis- 
cipline of the army,” those “ efforts will be unavail- 
ing” whilst such regulations and distinction as I have 
discussed are allowed to exist. On the contrary they 
tend to make every officer 


Juy 31, 1839. A GRUMBLER. 





A NEW CORPS FOR THE ARMY. 


Mr. Epiror: The necessity for a proper organi- 
zation of every branch of the ones establishment 
of our country will be admitted by all. The present 
head of the War Department has been very indefati- 
gable in altering, amending, and adding to its several 

arts, but, strange as it may seem, has thus far entire- 
y overlooked a very important one, owing, probably, 
to his numerous engagements, political, literary, offi- 
cial, &c. Or, perhaps, his want of leisure has not 
enabled him to determine on the most approved or- 
ganization for the subject of this paper. I mean 


A CORPS OF .GRUMBLERS. 


Such a body has, for a long time, existed in the 
army, but in a loose state. Its condition has not been 
such as to enable its several members (quite numer- 
ous) to act with that concert which is indispensable 
for success. I, therefore, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing projét for the approbation of the authorities, 
and early legislative enactment, should it be approved. 

The Corps of Grumblers should be composed of 

1 Respectful-though-earnest-Protester, who shall be 
ex officio Grumbler General, (with the rank of brevet 
General. ) 

2 Assistants-Grumbler-General, (with the rank of 
regimental commander. ) 





4 Local- Dissenters, (with the rank of brevet Major.) 


10 Scribbiing-Protestegs, (one-half with brevet rank 
of Captain.) 

10 Growlers, (with the rank of an old First Lieu- 
tenant.) 


10 Snarlers, (with the rank of a junior Second 
Lieutenant. ) 


And as many Disorganizers as there are posts and 
military stations, (with the rank of Laundress.) 

To each post there might be added a small detach- 
ment of Sappers and Miners, to be placed under the 
command of the Post-Disorganizers, whose duty it 
will be to drill them at the Infantry manual. 


Stations, duties, allowances, &c. 


1. The Head-quarters should be established at Key 
West, where the whole corps should be encamped 
during the summer months of each year, for the ad- 
vancement of esprit de corps. The Respectful-though- 
earnest-Protester will there receive all communica- 
tions and reports, cause them to be consolidated and 
forwarded to Washington by one of the corps, who 
should be of the observant kind, and directed to im- 
prove his time while visiting the diiferent bureaux of 
the Departments. Two clerks, with one of the Scrib- 
bling-Protesters, should be permanently stationed at 
Head-quarters. 

2. The Assistants-Grumbler- General will act as In- 
spectors, and take the place of the chief of the corps 
when he is on leave of absence, which shall be “aly 
once in five years ; during which time he will not be 
allowed his “fuel and quarters.” 


3. The Local-Dissenters will have charge of* dis- 
tricts, and superintend the operations of those imme- 
diately under them. Double rations will not be ex- 
tended to them. 


4. The Scribbling-Protesters will be employed in 
the staff and on court martial service. Stationery will 
not be allowed them for their private purposes. 


5 and 6. One Growler and one Snarler will be sta- 
tioned at the Military Academy continually ; the oth- 
ers will be disposed of as the good of the service may 
from time to time demand. Leaves of absence will 
not be granted to this class of officers on any conside- 
ration whatever. They will provide their own arms, 


7. Disorganizers—their duties as heretofore pointed 
out. They will not be permitted to wear moustaches, 
unless attached to a dragoon station, and then only 
while on duty. 


. 
8. Sappers and Miners will be engaged in the com- 
missariat, (Subsistence Department,) when not em- 
a bi on their appropriate duties. ‘The several de- 
tachments will always be kept complete, and for this 
purpose must be recruited at least once a year. Du- 
plicate enlistments will be furnished if possible. 

I would recommend, should this plan be adopted, 
that the selections for the corps be made from every 
department in the army, taking care to introduce a 
due proportion of old war officersg graduates, citizen- 
appointments, and officers holding “« brevet or former 
commissions.” The occasion might be taken to pro- 
vide for overslaughed and razeed officers ; and if there 
be any such desirous of re-entering a crack corps, 
some “‘ constrained to resign ” officers and January 
cadet-graduates might also be introduced with advan- 
tage. 

‘Vacancies, that may occur after the formation of 
the corps, should be filled by the best qualified of the 
army, whose mefits will be ascertained by a Board of 
Grumblers, to be established for that purpose. Such 
new appointments must take position at the foot of 
the list, whatever be their old army rank. Evidence 
of at least one positive disobedience of orders, and ge- 
neral contempt of regulations, ought to be required 
from the individual who presents himself as a-candi- 


date for admission to the Grumbling Department. 
* * * 
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MASCEL E&Y Y'. 
From the Pensacola Gazette, July 20. 


~The following very interesting information in regard 
to the French National Marine, has been furnished 
us by a gentleman who took the pains while the 
French Squadron was lying here, to gather it from the 
French Naval Register of a very late date. It shows, 
we believe, that the French Naval strength is con- 
siderably greater than the English. 
State of the Navy of France, in 1839. 

-Ist. Corps of the Royal Navy—Admirals 3, 1 place 
vacant; Vice Admirals 10; Rear Admirals 20; Capi- 
taines de Vaisseau Ist class, 50, 2nd do. 100, 150; Lieu- 
tenants de Vaisseau, Ist class, 90, 2nd do. 360, 450; 
Enseignes de Vaisseau 550; Eléves of Ist class 200, 
of 2nd do. no. appointed annually by the King. 

2nd. Corps of Marine Artillery—l1 Brigadier Gen- 
eral (Mareschal de Camp), 3 Colonels, 13 Lieutenant 
Colonels, 42 Ist Captains, 22 2nd Captains, 21 Ist 
Lieutenants, 13 2nd do, 15 Sub do. Naval School 
established on board the ship-of-the-tine Orion at 
Brest. This ship is regularly in commission, and 
besides her officers there are attached, Professors 7. 
Examiner 1. 











3d. Infantry of Marine-3 Regiments, with Colon- 
els 5, Lt. do. 7, Chef de Batallion and Majors 25, 
Captains 103, Lieutenants 70, Sub do. 50. 


- = : 
Brigs 39, Gun Brigs 3, Schooners, Cutters, &c. 29, 


Bomb Vessels 4, Store Ships 27, Steam Vessels 21. 

Vessels Commissioned, in port and disposable—of 
the line 3, ot 120 guns 1, of 90 guns 1, of 80 guns 1; 
Frigates 3, of 52 guns 1, of 46 guns 2; 1 Corvette of 
24 guns; 1 Brig of 18 guns, and 1 Steam vessel of 220 
horse power. 

The late expedition to Mexico consisted of the 
Iphigenie 60, Nereide 52, Gloire 52, Medée 46, Creole 
24, Alcibiade 20, Laperouse 20, Voltigeur 20, Cuiras- 
sier 18, Eclipse 10, Dunois 10, Dupetit Thouars 10, 
Laurier 10. 

The bomb vessels Cyclope, Volcan, Eclair, Vulcain, 
each 300 tons. 

Store-ships Caravane, Fortune, each 800 tons. 

Steam-vessels Meteor 460 horse, Pheton 160 horse 
power. The Veloce was there on a temporary mis- 
sion. 

Admiral Baudin had in this service besides the usu- 
al officers of the naval armament: 1 chef de Batal- 
lion of Engineers, 1 Captain of Engineers, 1 Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Marine Artillery, 3 Ist Captains of do. 
3 2nd Captains of do. 4 1st Lieutenants of do. 3 2nd 
Lieutenants of do. 





Tue Batt at Camp WaAsHINGTON.—On Friday 
night a military ball was given by the officers sta- 
tioned at Camp Washington. As it was understood 
that very extensive preparations were in progress for 


4th. Officers of the Marine Gendarmerie—Chief of; the fete, it became a subject of much conversation, 


Squadron 1; Captains 4; Lieut’s. 8; Sub do. 3. 


and for the satisfaction of those who did not attend, 


5th. Royal Corps of Naval Engineers (Naval Con- | we offer a few hasty words of description. 


structors)—Inspector General 1; Directors of Con- 


The ground which was very suitable for the pur- 


struction 6, (at the head of whom is Baron Dupin;! pose, was rendered strikingly romantic, as it exhibited 


Counseller of State;) Engineers of Ist class 12, do. | 
2d 12,do. 3d 8. School of Application of Naval, 
Engineering at L’Orient under 6 Professors. 
6th. Corps of Hydrographic Engineers—Engineers | 
in Chief 2, do. of Ist class 3, do. of 2d 4, do of 3d 6; Sub 
Engineers 1, 1 vacant, Eléves 1, 1 vacant. 
7th. Corps of the Commissariat of the Navy—Com- 


missaries General, Ist class 9; do. 2d 33 Commissaries | 


from the Trenton road numberless lights among the 
tents and trees. As the company assembled, rockets 
were constantly sent up in beautiful variety. The 
arrangements for dancing, and the accommodation of 
the guests, were planned with tasteful ingenuity, and 
executed with admirable skill. Several large tents, 
extending over a smooth temporary flooring, present- 
ed an ample space for exercise. Around and along 


of Ist class 19; do. 2d class 20; Sub Commissaries of; the middle of the room numerous handsome lamps 
Ist class 41; do. 2d class 89; Principal Clerks 123;, were suspended, decorated with leaves and flowers. 
Clerks of 1st class 172, do. of 2d class 162; Clerks for; At intervals devices of arms and musical instruments, 
special services, viz:—Dock Yards, Naval Construc- | draped with the colors of the regiments and national 
tions, Artillery, Hospitals; Principal Clerks 3, Clerks | flags, were hung against the trees and supports with- 
of Ist class 8, do. 2d class 47. |in the enclosure. The sides too were festooned with 
Here come the administrations of foundries, and | the stripes and stars, and wreaths of laurel and other 
of stores and provisions, which employ about 50 per- | grateful foliage completed the classic decorations of 
sons, such as Directors, Sub Directors, Store-keepers, | the ample canvass. 
Clerks, &c. &e. Owing to the unfavorable appearance of the sky 
The Health Service is thus organized—Inspector through the day, the guests were less numerous than 
General 1, (Keraudren, who is one of the consulting) had been expected. About fifteen hundred invita- 
physicians to the King); First Physicians in chief 4,| tions had been sent to various parts of the country, 
do. Surgeons in chief 3, do. Apothecaries in chief 3;| but those who had the pleasure of attending did not 


Second Physicians in chief 8, do. Surgeons in chief 6, | exceed a few hundred. 


do. Apothecaries in chief 2. Professors—Physicians | 
Professors 3, Surgeons do. 2, Apothecaries do, 3, 
Surgeons of Ist class 76, Apothecaries do 13; Sur- | 
geons 2d class 146, gpothecaries do 15; Surgeons 3d 
class 129, Apothecaries 22, 

Chaplains of Ist class 4, of 2d class 5. 

Examiners and Professors of Schools of Hydrogra- 
phy—Examiners 2, Professors of ist class 7, do. 2d do. 
5, do. 3d do. 5, do. 4th do. 24. 

Vessels of War of the Navy of France—Ships of 
the Line from 80 to 120 guns, launched 22, on the 
stock 26, total 48; Frigates from 40 to 60 guns, launched 
35, on the stocks 23, total 58; Corvettes from 18 to 30 
guns, 31; Brigs from ten to 20 guns, 48; Gun Brigs 4 
guns, 9;Schooners, Cutters, &c. 2 to 6 guns, 54; Store 
Ships from 200 to 800 tons, 50; Transports of 925 tons, 
3; Steam Vessels of 220 horse 7, of 160 horse 23, of 
from 60 horse to 150 horse 6, launched 25, on the 
stocks 11, total 36. The Steamers carry from 4 to 6 
heavy pieces of ordnance, 

Vessels in Commission in 1839—Ships of the line 
from 80 ta 100 guns 7, Frigates 12, Corvettes 17, 





Amends, however, were 
made, in the great comfort which an excessive crowd 
would have diminished. By ten o’clock the ladies 
had all arrived, and when the dancing commenced, 
to the playing of an excellent band, the scene was 
highly picturesque and most agreeably exciting. It 
seemed as if the gallant managers had selected the 
fairest of their countrywomen to grace the tented 
field. As we surveyed the numerous and _ lovely 
groupes, we had fu faith in the saying, that “the 
American women are the most beautiful in the world.” 
Their dresses, too, in the present tasteful fashion, 
and the rich uniforms of the officers, enhanced the 
attractive variety of the spectacle. 

Before 12 o’clock supper was announced, and the 
company passed to another area, erected and orna- 
mented similar to that appropriated for dancing. 
There two very long tables, united by a third at the 
top, were covered with a splendid and luxurious dis- 
play of fruits and confectionary. Every thing was 
profuse and excellent, and was arranged by Mr. Par- 
kinson in a style most creditable to his ideas of such 
artificial beauty. Flowing glasses and bright eyes 
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sparkled around the sumptuous board,and young hearts 
beat lightly to glad melodies. As the night waned 
and quadrilles were resumed, a few retired, but morn- 
ing almost stood tiptoe upon the misty mountain top, 
before the sentry was left alone upon his watch. 

The large company whigh thus enjoyed the liberal 
and elegant hospitality of the officers of Camp Wash- 
ington, will long bear itin pleasing and grateful recol- 
lection.— National Gazette. 





Tue Coast Survey, &c.—A brief, but interesting 
account will be found in our columns to-day, taken 
from the Globe, of the nature and progress of the 
Coast Survey, and also of another work—not less sci- 
entific, and for the time hardly less laborious—that of 
preparing uniform weights and measures for the whole 
country,—and so constructing the standards as to im- 

art to them the essential qualities of accuracy and 
invariableness under differing degrees of temperature. 

These works are both confided, and wisely, to the 
same eminent individual, Prof. HAsstEr—who com- 
bines, in a remarkable degree, high science, and 
much and varied practical knowledge. Should he 
live—as we earnestly hope he may—to complete, as 
he has commenced, the Coast Survey, it will be a 
work, unequalled, we apprehend, in the world; and 
while conferring lasting honor on the country, will 
constitute a monument, as durable as the ocean and | 





the land, to the perseverance, talent, and industry of | for duty at Camp Washington. 
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the Peacock at V., to sail in a few days for Callao, at 
which place she was hourly expected. 

Schr Experiment, Lt. Com’dt. J. Glynn, from Nor- 
folk, arrived at Philadelphia on Friday last; she is in- 
tended to supply the place of the Sea Gull, as a Receiv- 
ing vessel. 

Schr. Wave, Lt. Com’dt. McLaughlin, arrived at 
New York on Friday last, from Washington. 

Revenve Currers—Jackson, Lieut. Coste, command- 
ing, arrived at New York, on the 6th inst., from Balti- 
more. 

Hamilton, Capt. Sturgis, at New Bedford, on Mon- 
day, 5th inst., and at New York, on Saturday last, from 
Newport. 
sae ee 


s S¥ilitary Hntelligence. 


Medical Department—Ass’t. Surgeon Z, Pitcher’s 
resignation accepted, to take effect 31st Aug. 1839. 

[st dragoons—Lieuts. W. Eustis, H. S. ‘Turner, and 
P. Kearny, have been ordered to France. 

2d dragoons—Lieut. Z. M. P. Inge, assigned totem- 
porary duty at Camp Washington. Capt. L. J. Beall 
ordered to relieve Capt. B. L. Beall at Camp Washing- 
ton. 

lst artillery—Leave for three months to Lieut, I. 
McDowell. Lieut. J. S. Hatheway relieved from duty 

















_ at Charleston, S, C., and ordered to Camp Washington. 


2d artillery—Lieut. H. C. Pratt, to join his company 
Capt. J. Green for du. 


Mr. Hassler and his associates—N. York American. | ty with his company at Camp Washington. 





3d artillery~Resignation of Lieut. M. A. Haynes ac-~ 


The Survey of our Atlantic coast, which has been ' cepted, to take effect 30th Sept. 1839. 


for years in progress under the direction of the very | 


lst infantry—Sick leave for three months from 20th - 


able and distinguished engineer, Mr. Hassirr, pro- | July to Licut. G. W. 'T. Wood. 


mises when completed, to be of immense utility. It 


2d infantry—This regiment is now under the com- 


will be borne in mind that it was in carrying out the mand of Major G. Loomis. 


system laid down by this gentleman that Lt. Gedney 


ith infantry—Lieut. W. Potter’s resignation accept- 


was enabled to ascertain the existence of achannel,in ©4, to take effect 3ist August, 1939. 


‘approaching New York from the sea, which had been | 
previously unknown, and the discovery of which en- | 
titled Mr. Gedney to the gratitude of his country. | 
The survey of Mr. H. has, it appears, been completed 

throughout the part of the coast and adjacent waters | 
] ing between t e eastern extremity of Long Island 


ound to the neighborhood of Long Branch, New | 





Jersey, whilst the necessary triangulations, to pursue 
the survey and soundings of the Delaware, the outer | 


sea shore and Barnegat bay, have been extended 
southerly to the vicinity of Cape May, and towards 
the north to Mount Carmel, in Connecticut. When 
ublished, the charts and maps connected with this 
aborious work will be of the utmost value to mari- 
ners and others.— Baltimore American, 


—_ 








aval Intelligence. 


U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


West Inpta squapron—Ship Erie, Comm’r. Taylor, 
— at Pensacola, July 26, last from Tampico—all 
well. 

Ship Levant, Com’r. Smoot, arrived at Pensacola, on 
the 2d inst., from a cruise to windward, 

Ship Vandalia, Comm’r. Levy, from a cruise of more 
than 50 days, at Pensacola, 3d inst. Officers: 

U. P. Levy, Esq., Commander ;°A. E. Downes, J. C. 
Sharpe, E. Lanier, Lieutenants; J. N. Maflitt, acting 
Master; J. Vaughn Smith, Surgeon; J. Brooks, Pur- 
ser; W A, Green, .288’t. Surgeon; J. A. Doyle, P. Mid. ; 
D. Ammen, J. C. Wait, S. Marcy, H. K. Davenport, L. 
R. Law, J. C. Richardson, C. Bertudy, Midshipmen. 

The whole squadron was at Pensacola, on the 3d inst. 

Paciric squapron—Ship Lexington, Capt. Clack, at 
Callao, May 16, to sail in a few days for Payta and 
Guayaquil—all well. 

Braz squaprex—Razee Independence, Commodore 
Nicolson, sailed from Montevideo, June 12—destination 
not mentioned. 

Exrtorine Exreprrion—Ship Relief, Lieut. Com/dt. 
Long, arrived at Callao, May 14, from Valparaiso; left 





Sih infantry —Lieut. IL. V. D. Reeve has relieved Lt. 
I. L., Shackelford, 2d arty., late recruiting officer at 
Cleveland, O. 





TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 
Lt. Col. J. Kearney, just returned from a tour of in- 
spection of harbors on Lake Erie. 
Capt. A. Canfield on survey of Sacket’s Harbor. 
Capt. C. Graham, on temporary leave, for benefit of 
his health. 
Capt. J. McClellan, harbor and river improvements 
in North Carolina. 
Captain J. Mackay, closed his duty in Florida, and 
waiting orders in Savannah. 
Ist Lieut. T. B. Linnard, in charge of Delaware 
Breakwater, 
Ist Lieut. J. E. Johnston, assistant to Capt. Canfield, 
Ist Lieut. T. J. Lee, assistant to Colonel in Bureau 
at Washington. 
Ist Lieut. A. A. Humphreys, ass’t. to Maj, Graham. 
Ist, Lieut. J. E. Blake, returned from duty in Flori- 
da, and waiting orders at Philadelphia. 
2d Lieut, L. Sitgreaves, assistant to Capt. Cram. 
‘«¢ 6 WW. H. Warner, do, Capt. Canfield. 
“ J.C. Woodruff, on sick leave. 
s¢ SCJ. W.. Gunnison, do. 
‘¢ E. P. Scammon, assistant to Capt. Swift. 








«UW. R. Palmer, do Capt. Graham. 
- J. D. Webster, do Capt. Cram. 
Ja YY" 
ORDERS. 


July 30—Lieut. W. C. Whittle, detached from navy 
yard, Norfolk, with leave of absence. 

31—P. Mid. W. A. Wayne, Depot of Charts, &c., 
Washington. 

Aug. 2—Mid. D. R. Lambert, Ree’g. ship North 
Carolina. 

7—Lt. J. L. Ball, Rec’g, ship at Norfolk. 

9—Chaplain J. P. B. Wilmer, to the Mediterranean, 
to relieye Chaplain Grier, on board the Ohio. 








12—Lt. J. T. McDonough, Rec’g. ship N. Carolina. 
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REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 
ORDERS. 
3d Lieut. J. A. Underwood, to the Alert. 
3d Lieut. H. H. Greene, to the Woodbury. 
Ist Lieut. C. B. Beaufort, assigned to the Madison, 
has exchanged stations with Ist Lieut. F. Martin, or- 
dered to the Rush. 
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AR RTAGHS. 





In Frederick county, Md., on the Ist of August, by 
the Rev. Mr. Beart, JOHN PICKELL, Eszq., late of 
the U. S.army, to Miss SARAH ELIZABETH, eldest 
daughter of Capt. D. Geisincer, of the U. S. navy. 

At Watertown, N. Y., on Thursday, 11th ult., by the 
Rev. Mr. Brayrox, Lieut. Wu. C. BROWNE, of the 
Sth regiment U.S. infantry, to Miss JEANETTE A. 
HUNGERFORD, daughter of Dexrer Huneerrorp, 
Esq., of that place. 











DEATHS. 


In Richmond, Texas, Dr. BENJAMIN AUSTIN, 
aged 46, formerly a Surgeon’s Mate in the U. S. navy. 

Suddenly, of apoplexy, at Port Sheldon, Michigan, 
on the 27th of July, in the 25th year of his age, ADOL- 
PHUS G, DEACON, son of Capt. D. Deacon, of the U. 
S. Navy. : 

This is the second bereavement which that merit- 
orious officer, now called upon to mourn, has experien- 
ced, within a comparatively short period. Four years 
ago, an elder son was wrecked on Lake Michigan; and 
now without a warning, another is hurried to the land 
of death. One son of Com. Deacon only survives—now 
resident at Port Sheldon.— Philadelphia Gazette. 

At the Navy yard, in this city, yesterday, aged 6) 
years and 3 months, Mary Cornesia, daughter of Capt. 
J. H. Avticx, of the U. S. Navy. 

At Oakland, St. Mary’s county, Md., on the 19th July, 
JOHN BAPTIST BRANSON, the last of our Revolu- 
tionary heroes, aged 8S years. He early enlisted in the 
service of his country; was engaged in the battles of 
Eutaw and Guilford Court House, and was present at 
the surrender of Lord Cornwalls. Previous to these 
engagements, he served under Greene, in the North, and 
bore a part in those movements which ultimately de- 
feated Burgoyne. Truly may it be said, his was a life 
of honor and virtue. He died as he had lived, true to 
his country and his God. S. J. T. 

In Philadelphia, on Sunday morning, 28th July at the 
residence of his son-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Joun M’Do- 
wetL, SHEPARD KOLLOCK, Esq., an officer of the 
standing army of the Revolution, aged 88 years. He 
has left a widow, to whom he has been united in mar- 
riage more than sixty-two years. 














MILITARY CONTROL, OR COMMAND AND GOVERNMENT OF THE 
Army: By an Officer of the Line.”—A pamphlet of 
about 80 pages, bearing the above title has been pub- 
lished at this office, where a few copies are on sale. It 
is an argument to proye the necessity of separating the 
Staff from the Line of the Army, and divesting the 
former of all military rank—making it, in short, a civil 
office entirely. 

Price, by the single copy, 50 cents—or $5 per dozen. 

The above pamphlets may be had of the following 
persons: 

Weeks, Jordan & Co., 
John A. Kyle, 
C. Berard, P. M., 


Boston, 
New York, 
West Point. 


Carey & Hart, Philadelphia. 
F. Lucas, Baltimore. 
F. Taylor, Washington. 
Bell & Entwisle, Alexandria. 
C, Hall, Norfolk. 

J. W. Randolph, Richmond, 


&F-Officers at a distance, who wish only a single 
copy, or a small number, and cannot find a sum conve- 
nient to remit, may pay to any Paymaster of the army 


BEEF AND PORK FOR 1840. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, July 9, 1839. 
EALED OFFERS, endorsed “ Offers for Beef,” or “ Offers 
for Pork,”’ as the case may be, will be received at this office 
until three o’clock P. M., of the 3lst of August next, for furnish- 
ing and delivering, free of all cost and charge to the United 
States, five thonsand five hundred barrels [5,500 bbls.) of Navy 
Beef, and five thousand five hundred barrels [5,500 bbls.) of Navy 
Pork, each barrel to contain two hundred pounds nett weight of 
beef or Pork. 

Fifteen hundred barrels [1,500 bbls.] of the Beef, and fifteen 
hundred barrels [1,500 bbls, ] of the Pork, to be delivered at the 
Navy Yard, Charlestown, Mass. 

Two thousand barrels [2,000 bbls.) of the Beef, and two thou- 
sand barrels {2,000 bbls.] of the Pork, to be delivered at the Na- 
vy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

And two thousand barrels [2,000 bbls ] of the Beef, and two 
thousand barrels [2,000 bbls.] of the Pork, to be delivered at the 
Navy Yard, Gosport, Va. 

All of the said beef and pork to be delivered between the 15th 
March and the 15th May, 1840. 

The beef must be packed from well-fattened cattle, weighin 
not less than six hundred pounds nett weight; all the legs an 
leg rounds of the hind quarters, and the clods, neck, or sticking 
poet shins, and cheeks of the fore quarters, or the parts num- 

ered fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, on the 
drawing or delineation of the parts of an Ox, which will be at- 
tached to, and form a part of, the respective contracts, must be 
wholly excluded from the barrel; and the remainder of the car- 
cass must be cut in pieces of not less than eight pounds each. 

The pork must be corn-fed and well fattened; all the skulls 
feet, and hind legs entire, must be excluded from the barrel; an 
the remainder uf the hog must be cut in pieces weighing not less 
than six pounds each; not more than three shoulder-pieces, and 
one jow] and a haif, or the jowls of a hog and a half, shall be al- 
lowed to a barrel. 

The whole quantity of the said beefand pork must be slaugh- 
tered between the first day of November next and the periods of 
delivery; must be thoroughly salted or struck with the best qua- 
lity clean, coarse, Turk’s island, Isle of May, or St. Ubes salt, 
and no other ; and after remianing a sufficient time for the salt to 
penetrate the meat in the most thorough manper, it is to be packed 
with a sufficient quantity of the same quality of salt, and five 
ounces of pure saltpetre, pulverized. The salt used in striking 
must be carefully, separated from the pieces, and the pieces must 
be drained or placed on inclined boards, and suffered to remain in 
that state for some time before the pieces are put in the barrel. 

The barrels must be made of the best seasuned heart of white 
oak, free trom sap wood, and the staves must be at least three- 
fourths of an inch thick, and not more than four inches wide; 
they must be fully and substantially hooped and nailed, at the ex~ 
pense of the respective contractors. 

Each barrel must be branded on its head ‘* Navy Beef,*? or 
‘* Navy Pork,” as the case may be, with the contractor’s name, 
and the year when packed. 

The beef and the pork will be inspected by the inspecting offi- 
cers at the respective navy yards aforesaid, and by some “ sworn 
inspectors of salt provisions,”? who will be selected by the respec- 
tive commanding officers; but their charges for such inspection 
must be paid by the respective contractors, who must likewise 
have the barrels put in good shipping order to the satisfaction of 
the Commandants of the respective navy yards aforesaid, after the 
inspections, and at their own expense. 

Bidders must specify their prices separately and distinctly, in 
separate offers, for the beef and for the pork, and for each of the 
places of delivery, covering all expenses and charges. Letters from 
some Navy Agent, Commandant ata navy yard, or other person, 
well known to the Department, must —— the offers of each 
person, and state the belief of the writer that the person offering 
to contract has the ability to perform his contract im a satisfactory 
manuer, and that his suret.es are also responsible for the amount 
of the contract, or the offers will not be considered. 

The Board of Navy Commissioners reserve to themselves the 
right to reject all offers from persons who have heretofore failed 
to fulfil their contracts, 

Bonds in one-third the amount of the respective contracts wil? 
be required, and ten per centum in addition will be withheld 
from the amount of each — to be made as collateral securi- 
ty for the due and faithful performance of their respective con- 
tracts, which will on no account be paid until the contracts are 
complied with in all respects. After deducting ten per eentum, 
payment will be made by the United States within thirty days 
after the said beefand pork shall have been inspected and re- 
ceived, and bills for the same shall be presented to the Na 
Agents, duly approved by the Commandants of the respective 
Navy Yards, according to the terms of the contraets. 

The parts of the beef to be excluded from the barrel are parti- 
cularly designated in the oo atgthony to be attached to the contracts. 
Persons interested, who have not heretofore seen the engravin 
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JOHN M. DAVIES & JONES, 
SUCCESSORS TO LUKE Davies & SON, 

102 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, 
Manufacturers of the established CAPS for the Army 
and Navy. 

ALSO, 

Stocks, Shirts, Linen Collars, Suspenders, &c. &c. &e. 

aug. 1—2m 
PECTATEUR MILITAIRE.—A complete set of 
this valuable work for sale at this Office, on rea- 
sonable terms. Its character is well known to all mili- 
tary men. There are 24 volumes, 19 of which are neat- 
ly half-bound, and the remainder in pamphlets, as pub- 

lished. ‘Terms made known on application. 
July 11—+tf. 


R. BUTLER’S ADDRESS, delivered before 

the Dialectic Society at West Point. Price 18} 

cents per —_ copy, or $1.50 per dozen. Orders prompt- 
y 


ly executed 
S. COLMAN, 
No.8, Astor House, New York. 








July 11—3t. 


Orrice oF CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, } 
Washington, July 1, 1839. 
EPARATE PROPOSALS, will be received at this office un- 
til the first day of October next, for the delivery of provisions 
in bulk for the use of the troops of the United States, upon in- 


spection, as follows: 
At New Orleans. 
100 barrels of pork 
200 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
90 bushels of new white field beans 
1,500 pounds of good hard soap 
40 Locke of good clean dry salt 
At the public landing, six miles from Fort Towson, mouth of the 
Chiemichi. 





400 barrels of pork. 
800 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
360 bushels new white field beans 
G,000 oe we of good hard soap 
160 bushels of clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered in all the month of April, 1840, and 
to leave Natchitoches by 20th Feb. 1840. 
& At Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
3,000 barrels of pork 
2,000 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
900 bushels of new white field beans 
15,000 pounds of good hard soap 
400 Sachele of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered in all the month of May, 1840. 
At St. Louis, Missouri. 
500 barrels of pork 
1,000 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
450 bushels of new white field beans 
7,500 poe of good hard soap 
200 bushels of good clean dry salt 
At Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, Mississippi river. 
200 barrels of pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
180 bushels of new white field beans 
3,000 pounds of good hard soa 
2,000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
80 bushels ofgood clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist of June, 1840. 
At Fort Snelling St. Peters. 
400 barrels of pork 
800 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
360 bushels of new white field beans 
6,000 pounds of good hard soap 
4,000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
160 bushels of gooa clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the 15th June, 1840. 
At Fort Winnebago, on the For river, at the portage of For and 
Wisconsin rivers. 
300 barrels of pork 
600 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
270 bushels of new white field beans 
4,590 pounds of good hard soap 
3,000 pene of good hard tallow candles 
120 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist of June, 1840, 
At Fort Howard, Green Bay. 
200 barrels of pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
180 bushels of new white field beans 
3,000_ pounds of good hard soap 
2,000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
- 80 bushels of good clean dry salt 


The whole to be be delivered by the Ist of June 1840, 
At Fort Brady, Sault de Ste Marie. 
100 barrels of pork 
200 barrels of fresh superfine flour 


1,500 pounds of good hard soap 
1,000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
40 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist of June, 1840, 


At New York. 


400 barrels of pork 
800 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
360 bushels of new white field beans 
6,000 pounds of good hard soa 
4,000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
160 euhals of good clean dry salt 


At Baltimore. 


200 barrels of pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
180 bushels of new white field beans 
3,000 pounds of good hard soap 
2,000 pounds of.good hard tallow candles 
80 bushels of good clean dry salt 


Nore.—All bidders are requested to extend the amount of 
their bids for each article, and exhibit the total amount of each 
bid. The periods and quantities of each delivery, at those posts 
where they are not specified, will be, one-fourth Ist June, 1st 
September, Ist December, 1840, and Ist March, 1841. The hogs 
of which the pork is packed to be fattened on corn, and each hog 
to weigh not less than two hundred pounds, and will consist of 
one hog to each barrel, excluding the het, legs, ears, and snout. 
Side pieces may be substituted for the hams. The pork is to be 
carefully packed with Turks island salt, and in pieces not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds each. The pork to be contained in seasoned 
heart of white oak or white ash barrels, full hooped; the 
beans in water tight barrels, and the soap and candles in strong 
boxes, of convenient size for transportation. Salt will only be 
received by measurement of thirty-two quarts to the bushel. 
The candles to have cotton wicks. 


The provisions for Prairie du Chien and St. Peters must pass 
St. Louis for their ultimate destination by the 15th April, 1840. 
A failure in this particular will be considered a breach of contract, 
and the Department will ke authorized to purchase to supply 
these posts. 


The provisions will be inspected at the time and place of deli- 
very, and all expenses to be paid by contractors until ae | are de- 
posited at such store houses as may he designated by the agent 
of the Department. The Commissary General reserves the pri- 
vilege of increasing or diminishing the quantities, or of dispens 
ing with one or more articles, at any time before eatering into 
contract, and also of increasing or reducing the quantities of each 
delivery one-third, subsequent to the contract, on giving sixty 
eee notice. Bidders not heretofore contractors are re- 
quired to accompany their. proposals with evidence of their abili- 
ty, together with the names of their sureties, whose responsibilit 
must be certified by the district attorney, or by some person well 
known to the Government; otherwise their proposals will not 
be acted on. Advances cannot be made in any case ; and evidence 
of inspection and full delivery will be required at this office be- 
fore payment can be made, which will be by Treasury warrants 
on banks nearest the points of delivery, or nearest the places of 
purchasing the supplies, or nearest the residence of the contract- 
ors, at their option. No drafts can be paid under any circum- 
stances. Each proposal will be sealed in a separate envelope, and 
marked ‘* roposals for furnishing Army S»bsistence.”? 


GEO. GIBSON, C.G. 5S. 
July 4—tSept.20 
CARD. 

ig-TO THE OFFICERS OF THE U. S. ARMY AND 

NAV Y.—The subscriber would respectfully inform the gentle- 

men, officers of the Unite:! States Army and Navy, that he has 

taken much pains to acquire a thorough, correct, and practical 

knowledge in manufacturing military Hats and Caps, both for 

the Army and Navy, and is much gratified with the very liberal 

patronage thus far extended to him, and by his attention Logs to 
merit a continuance oi the same. 





He would now inform them that he has received the new fat- 
terns of Mey, 1839, ang is prepared to furnish, in the best style, 
Military Cocked Hats, Chapeaus, Undress, Fatigue and Forage 
Caps, all of which he will insure to be in strict accordance 
with the regulations of the Army and Navy. He has also made 
arrangements: with one of the first houses in Londun, and is pre- 
pared to receive orders and import Epaulettes, Sword Knots, 
gold and embroidered Lace, bullion Loops, Tassells, ete., at 
short notice. 

CHS. F. RAYMOND, 


July 4—3m No. 104, Chestnut st., Philadelphia. 





ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 


OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 
leave to state to the officers of the above corps, that he has 
received from Washington City a copy of the new regulations, 
together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms ; and 
all orders for the samte will be punctually attended to, and for 
warded with despatch. 


N. B. Embroidered Engineer belts, and all Military equip, 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 





90 bushels of new white field beans 





July 18—tf 
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